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Biodiversity legislation 
Section 40 of the Natural Environment and Rural 
Communities Act 2006 requires all public bodies 
to have regard to biodiversity conservation when 
carrying out their functions.  This is sometimes 
referred to as the “biodiversity duty” and will 
help embed consideration of biodiversity into 
the decision making of all relevant sectors.  
Defra,  the UK Government department tasked 
with issues such as the environment, rural 
development, the countryside, wildlife, animal 
welfare and sustainable development, has 
published guidance to local authorities and other 
public bodies on implementing the duty. 

Section 41 of the Natural Environment and Rural 
Communities Act 2006 requires the Secretary 
of State to publish a list of habitats and species 
which are of principal importance for the 
conservation of biodiversity in England.  The list 
has been drawn up in consultation with Natural 
England. 

Planning Policy Statement 9 (PPS 9)
Working with the grain of nature: a biodiversity 
strategy for England sets out the Government’s 
vision for conserving and enhancing biological 
diversity in England, together with a programme 
of work to achieve it. It includes the broad aim 
that planning, construction, development and 
regeneration should have minimal impacts on 
biodiversity and enhance it wherever possible.

In moving towards this vision, the Government’s 
objectives for planning as stated in PPS 9 are:

to promote sustainable development by •	
ensuring that biological and geological 
diversity are conserved and enhanced as 
an integral part of social, environmental and 
economic development, so that policies and 
decisions about the development and use 
of land integrate biodiversity and geological 
diversity with other considerations.
to conserve, enhance and restore the •	
diversity of England’s wildlife and geology by 
sustaining, and where possible improving, 
the quality and extent of natural habitat and 
geological and geomorphological sites; the 
natural physical processes on which they 
depend; and the populations of naturally 
occurring species which they support.

to contribute to rural renewal and urban •	
renaissance by:

–	 enhancing biodiversity in green spaces and 
among developments so that they are used 
by wildlife and valued by people, recognising 
that healthy functional ecosystems can 
contribute to a better quality of life and to 
people’s sense of well-being; and

–	 ensuring that developments take account 
of the role and value of biodiversity in 
supporting economic diversification and 
contributing to a high quality environment.

The planning system has a significant part to 
play in meeting the Government’s international 
commitments and domestic policies for habitats, 
species and ecosystems.

PPS 9 states that planning decisions should:

be based upon up-to-date information about •	
the environmental characteristics of their 
areas, including the relevant biodiversity and 
geological resources 
of the area. 
assess the potential to sustain and enhance •	
those resources.
aim to maintain and enhance, restore or add •	
to biodiversity and geological conservation 
interests, ensuring that appropriate weight is 
attached to designated sites of international, 
national and local importance; protected 
species; and to biodiversity 
and geological interests within the wider 
environment.
take a strategic approach to the conservation, •	
enhancement and restoration of biodiversity 
and geology, and recognise the contributions 
that sites, areas and features, both 
individually and in combination, make to 
conserving these resources.

http://www.defra.gov.uk/wildlife-countryside/biodiversity/action-uk/legislation.htm
http://www.defra.gov.uk/wildlife-countryside/biodiversity/action-uk/legislation.htm
http://www.defra.gov.uk/
http://www.defra.gov.uk/wildlife-countryside/pdf/access/prow/nercactv5.pdf
http://www.defra.gov.uk/wildlife-countryside/biodiversity/action-uk/legislation.htm
http://www.defra.gov.uk/wildlife-countryside/biodiversity/action-uk/legislation.htm
http://www.ukbap-reporting.org.uk/news/details.asp?X=45
http://www.communities.gov.uk/documents/planningandbuilding/pdf/147408.pdf
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National policy, strategy and Legislation
Wildlife and Countryside Act (1981) 
Protection of Badgers Act (1992)
Agenda 21 (1992)
Biodiversity: The UK Action Plan (1994)
Conservation (Natural Habitats & c.) Regulations (1994)
Accessible Natural Greenspace Standard (ANGSt) (1995) 
Joint Character Areas (1996)
Hedgerow Regulations (1997) 
Climate Change: The UK Programme (2006)
Countryside and Rights of Way Act (2000)
Our Countryside: The Future (2000)
Water Framework Directive 2000/60/EC
Waterways for Tomorrow (2000) 
Water Resources for the Future: a Strategy for England and Wales’ (2001)
Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act (2004)
Planning Policy Statement 1: Sustainable Development and Planning (2005)
Planning Policy Statement 7: Sustainable Development in Rural Areas (2004)
Planning Policy Statement 9: Biodiversity and Geological Conservation (2005) 
Government Circular: Biodiversity And Geological Conservation – Statutory Obligations And Their 
Impact Within The Planning System (2005)
Securing the Future- delivering UK sustainable development strategy (2005)
Making Space for Water (2005)
Natural Environment and Rural Communities Act (2006)
Local Sites Guidance (2006)
Future Water (2008)
Securing Biodiversity (2008)

Regional policy, strategy and legislation
Regional Spatial Strategy (RSS) for the West Midlands (2008)
West Midlands Regional Biodiversity Strategy (2005)
Landscapes for Living Project
Countryside Character – Volume 5: West Midlands, Character Area 97 Arden
Enhancing Biodiversity across the West Midlands (2008)
Biodiversity and adaptation to climate change (2008)

Local policy, strategy and legislation 
Solihull’s Unitary Development Plan (2006)
Warwickshire, Coventry and Solihull Local Biodiversity Action Plan
Habitat Biodiversity Audit (HBA)
Warwickshire Landscapes Guidelines – Arden (1993)
Woodland Strategy (2000)
Solihull’s Urban Forestry Strategy (2004)
Solihull’s Countryside Strategy (2000)
Solihull’s Green Spaces Strategy (2006)
Solihull’s Sustainable Community Strategy (2008)
North Solihull Strategic Framework (adopted as SPG, 2005)
Regenerating North Solihull Design Code 
Biodiversity and Geological Conservation Validation Checklist (adopted as SPG, 2008)
National Local Government Performance Indicator 197 (NI 197): Improved Local Biodiversity (2008-11)
Climate Change Strategy (2009)

http://www.opsi.gov.uk/RevisedStatutes/Acts/ukpga/1981/cukpga_19810069_en_1
http://www.opsi.gov.uk/ACTS/acts1992/ukpga_19920051_en_1
http://www.un.org/esa/sustdev/documents/agenda21/index.htm
http://www.ukbap.org.uk/library/Plan_LO.pdf?bcsi_scan_A49D4C5E50C0ABEB=0&bcsi_scan_filename=Plan_LO.pdf
http://www.opsi.gov.uk/si/si1994/uksi_19942716_en_1.htm
http://www.forestry.gov.uk/pdf/accnatgreenrep-report.pdf/$FILE/accnatgreenrep-report.pdf?bcsi_scan_4F28EE64D006276A=0&bcsi_scan_filename=accnatgreenrep-report.pdf
http://www.naturalengland.org.uk/ourwork/landscape/englands/character/areas/default.aspx
http://www.opsi.gov.uk/si/si1997/19971160.htm
http://www.official-documents.gov.uk/document/cm67/6764/6764.pdf
http://www.opsi.gov.uk/acts/acts2000/ukpga_20000037_en_1
http://www.defra.gov.uk/rural/documents/policy/ruralwp/rural.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/water/water-framework/index_en.html
http://www.defra.gov.uk/rural/documents/countryside/waterways/waterways-for-tomorrow.pdf
http://www.environment-agency.gov.uk/research/library/publications/40731.aspx#strategy2001
http://www.opsi.gov.uk/ACTS/acts2004/ukpga_20040005_en_1
http://www.communities.gov.uk/documents/planningandbuilding/pdf/planningpolicystatement1.pdf
http://www.communities.gov.uk/documents/planningandbuilding/pdf/147402.pdf
http://www.communities.gov.uk/documents/planningandbuilding/pdf/147408.pdf
http://www.communities.gov.uk/documents/planningandbuilding/pdf/147570.pdf
http://www.communities.gov.uk/documents/planningandbuilding/pdf/147570.pdf
http://www.defra.gov.uk/sustainable/government/publications/uk-strategy/
http://www.defra.gov.uk/environment/flooding/policy/strategy/index.htm
http://www.opsi.gov.uk/acts/acts2006/pdf/ukpga_20060016_en.pdf
http://www.defra.gov.uk/rural/protected/localsites.htm
http://www.defra.gov.uk/environment/quality/water/strategy/pdf/future-water.pdf
http://www.woodlandways.org.uk/securingbiodiversityne.pdf
http://www.wmra.gov.uk/documents/RSS Full Doc Jan 08.pdf?bcsi_scan_A49D4C5E50C0ABEB=0&bcsi_scan_filename=RSS Full Doc Jan 08.pdf
http://www.wmbp.org/assets/userfiles/RBS.pdf
http://www.wmbp.org/landscapes_for_living/prospectus
http://www.naturalengland.org.uk/ourwork/landscape/englands/character/areas/arden.aspx
http://www.wmra.gov.uk/documents/Enhancing Biodiversity across the West Midlands Report - Agenda Item 11 - REP 20 June 08.pdf?bcsi_scan_A49D4C5E50C0ABEB=0&bcsi_scan_filename=Enhancing Biodiversity across the W
http://www.wmbp.org/assets/userfiles/CC_Advice_Leaflet_opt.pdf
http://www.solihull.gov.uk/Attachments/2006writtenstatementcomp.pdf
http://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/biodiversity
http://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/web/corporate/Pages.nsf/Links/B3A796AFD343625580256A2500433071
http://www.solihull.gov.uk/Attachments/Arden_Landscape_Guidelines.pdf
http://www.solihull.gov.uk/policies/woodlandstrategy.htm
http://www.solihull.gov.uk/Attachments/Urbantreestrategy.pdf
http://www.solihull.gov.uk/Attachments/countryside.pdf
http://www.solihull.gov.uk/Attachments/Adopted_ExecSummy.pdf
http://www.solihull.gov.uk/community/communitystrategy.htm
http://www.solihull.gov.uk/Attachments/NSframework.pdf
http://www.northsolihull.com/your-home/design-code
http://www.solihull.gov.uk/Attachments/LocalValidationCriteriaBioGeo.pdf
http://www.defra.gov.uk/corporate/about/what/localgovindicators/ni197.htm
http://www.solihull.gov.uk/Attachments/Solihull_Climate_Change_Strategy_2009.pdf

