
Further information
Detailed guidance on Children’s Trusts and regulations on the 
Children and Young People’s Plan is available (until February 20103) 
on the DCSF consultations website, alongside a consultation on 
effective integrated children’s services to promote early intervention. 
Both documents are available through:  
http://www.dcsf.gov.uk/consultations/

3	 Following the consultation the guidance will be published and sent to key partners, 
including schools. It will also be available on the Every Child Matters website:  
www.dcsf.gov.uk/everychildmatters/
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How can schools get involved? 
●● As each key statutory partner1 must be represented on the 

Children’s Trust Board, schools will have a representative 
reflecting their perspective, and reporting back to their 
colleagues on the discussions and local issues.

●● The local authority and local schools should decide exactly 
how schools’ interests should be represented on the Board in 
their area. Local headteacher groups may provide a suitable 
forum in which to discuss this. 

●● The aim should be to ensure that all relevant interests – 
including for instance special schools and Academies – are 
represented, without making the Board too large and 
unwieldy.

●● DCSF will help support good governance arrangements by 
publishing emerging good practice on how schools are 
represented in different areas.

In summary 
●● Children’s Trust Boards exist to improve services for children 

and families, particularly those that are vulnerable.

●● Schools are now statutory partners2 and must be represented 
on the Children’s Trust Board.

●● This gives schools a say in how services are organised locally 
and an opportunity to raise and press concerns.

●● Representation of schools is decided locally.

1	 The full list of statutory partners (partners named in legislation) are: the local authority 
(including district councils); police; probation board; youth offending team; strategic 
health authority; primary care trust; maintained schools; non-maintained special 
schools; academies; city technology colleges; city colleges for the technology of 
the arts; sixth form colleges; further education colleges; and jobcentre plus. The 
management committees of pupil referral units (short stay schools) will also be added 
as statutory partners (but through regulations).

2	 From January 2010.
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