High note
for young
nerformers

By Tony Collins

NEARLY 1,000 young singers
and musicians from across the
Midlands almost brought the
roof down on Birmingham's
Conservatoire concart hall.

The outstanding young
performers, aged from just four
to 21, were taking partin a
day-long celebration of music
yesterday at the Conservatoire,
in the city’s Chamberlain Square.

The Birmingham Festival of
Music for Youth atiracied more
than 930 young musicians from
across the region, including
Birmingham, Bromsgrove,
Solihull, Dudiey, Sutton
Coldfieid, Evesham and Pelsall.

The event, which was held in
two sessions, each lasting three
hours, is part of a nationwide
series of regional festivals held
in collaboration with The
Associated Board of the Royal
Schools of Music.

A total of 26 groups tock part,
starting with Solihull Youth
Brass Band and Brass Ensemble
and culminating in a vocal
display from the St Paul's Girls
Centenary Choir from
Edgbaston.

The day also included a variety
of other choirs, guitar, recorder
and percussion ansembles,
bhangra, and a plucked string
orchestra.

Birmingham Music Service
provided five groups towards
the entertainment, while choral
performances also included
 chaoirs from Andertorn Poele

Primary in Sparkhill and
Harborne Primary, together WIth
the True Colours Choir from
Pelsall and Four Oaks Cluster
Choir based in Sutton Coldfield.

Assistant concert manager Kelly
Williams said: “it was a fantastic
day, and we were reaily pleased
that everyone was able to get
here despite the snow. It really is
a youth festival with the
youngest performer just four.”

All the regional concerts will
culminate in the National Youth
Festival, to be held at
Birmingham’s Town Hall and
Symphony Hall from July 7-12.

The National Festival moved its
base to Birmingham from its
foermer home on London’s South
Banl five vaare aco.
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B TAKE A BOW... the
Warwickshire Youth Chorale
group (above) and (left) members
of the Copn Brio Strings, from
Solihull. " Pictures: Trevor Roberts

Woman, 38, 5

h tragedy
crash tragedy§
=
AWOMAN waskilledina ‘&
car crash on a Midland =
road. =
The 38-year-old from 2
Cannock died after an the
accident in Stafford, at =
around 1.15am this =
morning. =
She was driving a silver =
Peugeot 206 on the A34 =
Cannock Road, half a mile e
from Pottal Pool 2
roundabout, at its junction &

with Broadhurst Green
Road.

No other cars are believed
to have been involved. The
road was closed for five
hours while investigations
were carried out.

The victim’s identity was
not released until police
had informed relatives.
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Leda Reynolds, the Mail’s
resident archaeologist, shares
news of yesteryear. Visit
birminghammail.net
and click on ‘Blogs”.
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