THE Mayor of Sofibufl found
another way back home, af-
ter voleanic ash threatened to
leave him stranded in France,

Last week, Councillor Nerman
Davies travelled out to the bor-
cugh’s twin town of Cholet—to take
part in an international festival.

But as the party were getiing ready
to leave, they heard thaf ash clouds
were once again closing airports.

So, Solihull’s First Citizen decid-
ed to hitch & [ift back with the lo-
cal firemen and musicians, who had
also been visiting the {own.

“Soul Matters, one of the groups
with Solthull Music Service, had
traveiled over with some firemén
in théir coach,” explained Coun
Davies.

“We had to decide whether we
should risk going to the airport or
whether we should go back in the
coach.

“In the end we went for the coach.
Tt was certainly the right decision,
because as we were travelling back
we heard that our plane had been
cancelled, and we wo! d have been
stuck,”

Coun Davies said that he wanted
to see closer ties betwesn Solihull
and owz Eurepean cousins.

He said local fire crews had led by
example — having worked with Gal-
lic feams during this year's rescue
operation in Haiti.
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representatives in Cholet.

A couple of ideas from over the
Channet are being incozrporated into
the new-look Solihull Fire Station,
and the crews met some of their

. French counterparts last week.

Meanwhile, Soul Matters received
a standing ovation at the festival —
the group of 14 to iS-yearolds
were asked to perform an encore.

“Twinping is about getfing the
community and young people in-
volved,” added Coun: Davies,

“When I was'a kid, | went on an

exchange-trip to Germany, and T |

ended up knowing the language
better than French, which I'd been
studying for five-years.”

Donor session

THERE are two opportunities
to donate blood next Thursday,
May 27.

At Trinity United Reformed
Church, in Etwall Road,
Hall Green, you can donate
from 2 to 4pm, and from § to
7.36pm, while at the Viilage
Ha!l St John’s Close, Knowle,
you can donate from 1.30pm
to 330pm and 430pm to
7.30pm.

You can even book an ap-
pointment for either session on
0300 123 23 23.




