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Foreword

Welcome to Black History Month in Solihull.

Solihull as a community is changing.  It is becoming more diverse both 
in terms of its residents and its daytime population and the Council 
aims to create a sense of belonging for all communities.  A more 
diverse Solihull can bring with it vibrancy, an enriched culture and 
strong cohesive neighbourhoods.

Diversity is about recognising, understanding and celebrating 
differences, which can add real value and enjoyment to all people’s 
lives.  The Council strives to serve the whole community regardless of 
race, age, gender, religion or belief, disability and sexual orientation.  
We take pride in recognising that we are a better Council, not only for 
having a diverse population, but also for having an increasingly 
diverse workforce to deliver our services.  

To help us all to gain a better understanding of the diversity of our 
Borough and foster a strong sense of community, we need to 
acknowledge and recognise some of the major cultural festivals which 
are important to the communities that live, work and study within 
Solihull.

So in order to highlight the history, cultural heritage, achievements 
and valued contributions that African, African Caribbean and Asian 
communities make to British society, we are pleased to be celebrating 
the annual international festival ‘Black History Month’ during October 
2008.

All events are free unless otherwise stated.  They are open to everyone, 
so whatever your background, taste or interests, we think that there is 
something for everyone to enjoy during this year’s Black History 
Month celebration in Solihull.

We do hope you enjoy them.

Mark Rogers    Councillor Ken Meeson
Chief Executive Solihull MBC  Leader of Solihull MBC



. SKIN by ACE Dance & Music
Tuesday 14th October, 7.30pm 
in The Theatre, Solihull Arts Complex

Using captivating physical expression to discover what makes us 
function as humans, six dancers explore the invisible signals we give 
out. We look different, but underneath aren't we all the same? 

Skin is ideal for all ages and features two different pieces. The first is 
Japanese in style with martial arts - type moves, whilst the second is 
South African, earthy and symbolic with rhythmic percussive beats.  
www.acedanceandmusic.com

Tickets: £10 (£9 concessions)

BOX OFFICE: 0121 704 6962
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Solihull Arts Complex
Homer Rd, Solihull B91 3RG





Quiz
..

Answers: pick up an answer sheet at 
any Solihull library 

or see www.solihull.gov.uk
Quiz

.

Entertainment
5. Kenya King founded which music awards in 1990?

6. in 2000 Craig David became the youngest British 
male artist to reach number one in the solo charts, 
name the song.

7.  Halle Berry won the Academy Award for best actress in 
which year?

8. Who was the first black British Comedian to be given his 
own TV series?



Solihull College Events 
All events run between 11.30am - 1.30pm
21st Oct Blossomfield Campus – The Link
23rd Oct Woodlands Campus – The Atrium

Come to Solihull College’s Black History Month celebrations and experience a 
world of art, music, dance and food. We have a variety of workshops at both our 
Blossomfield and Woodlands campuses for you to try. All activities are free and 
there is no need to book.

Events at both Campus sites:

African Drumming – experience the complex and compulsive rhythms and 
music of West Africa.

Hand Mehndi – mehndi is the ancient art of temporarily decorating hands and 
feet with a natural orange dye made from the dried crushed leaves of the henna 
plant. Learn about mehndi designs and try them out on your friends.

Carnival Masks – design and make your own traditional African Carnival Masks.

Floor Art – create Indian floor art using traditional materials.
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An Exhibition commemorating the 60th anniversary of the arrival of the ship the 
‘Empire Windrush’, an important landmark in modern British history. 

The Hair and Beauty Department will be demonstrating styles and 
techniques.

Food samples will be on sale from different countries and cultures, especially 
Caribbean and Asian food.

for more information call 0121 678 7033

Events at Blossomfield Campus only:

Street Dance workshop – Tuesday 21st October 12.30-1.30pm 

Capoeira workshop – Thursday 23rd October 12.30 -1.30pm 
Originating from Brazil, Capoeira is a blend of martial art and dance. 



Music to Your Ears!
Tuesday 28th October  2.00 – 3.30pm
Chelmsley Wood Library, Stephenson Drive

Rocky Amoo will be at Chelmsley Wood Library to give a lively musical 
workshop, with the opportunity of playing a host of African 
instruments such as the djembe, to name but one! 
For children aged 5+.

Booking essential – call 0121 788 4371/4380

Please note:  Children must be accompanied by an adult and 
supervised at all times.

Young People’s Cultural Awareness Day
Wednesday 29 October 2008 
Venue to be confirmed - check website for details 
www.solihullyouthspace.org

This year the theme is Cultural Diversity. There will be Caribbean food 
to sample, a range of music, art, fashion and dance workshops. 

The day is aimed at young people aged 13-19 (or up to 25 with a 
learning difficultly and/or disability) who live or study in the Solihull 
Borough.

Places will be offered to schools, Connexions centres, youth and 
community centres, community groups and voluntary youth groups in 
Solihull.   

Places must booked in advance - for more information call:

Dennis Litchmore: 0121 742 9713
Tracy Bryan: 07917 158220
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