
Resources for teachers

Heritage & Local Studies
Central Library
Homer Road
Solihull B91 3RG

We can adv i se  you on sources  ava i l ab le  

and ,  sub jec t  to  copyr i ght ,  can  he lp  you  

obta in  cop ies  o f  re levant  i tems .

However ,  we are unab le  to  carry  out  

research on your  beha l f  - you wi l l  need 

to v i s i t  the  serv ice  in  person .

The Loca l  Stud ies  L ibrar ian wi l l  b e  h appy  

to  d i scuss  ind iv idua l  requ i rements  -

p lease  arrange  an  appo intment  in  advance .

We we lcome c l a ss  v i s i t s  (by  arrangement)

so that  s tudents  can see or ig ina l  sources  

in  a  rea l i s t i c  env ironment .

We are  a lways  keen to  add to  our  

co l lect ions  so i f  s tudent s  a re  produc ing  

mater i a l  tha t  wou ld  be  use fu l  for  fu ture  

genera t ions  p lease  l e t  us  have  a  copy !  

MAKE YOUR CONTRIBUTION 

TO OU R HISTORY!

Phone: 0121 704 6976
Fax: 0121 704 6212

Email: twilliams@solihull.gov.uk

T R A C E Y  W I L L I A M S
LOCAL STUDIES LIBRAR I A N
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We can help!

0121 704 6976

Solihull Heritage & 
Local Studies Service



The past can be represented and interpreted in 
different ways.  Some of our 10,000 photographs may 

help you to guide students as they attempt to interpret the 
circumstances in which the photographs were taken and discover the intentions of those who 
made them.  Is the photograph natural or posed?  What was going on before? What happened 
afterwards?  What might be happening outside the frame? Is there anything odd about the 
picture? Why was the photograph taken?  How much trust can we place in the picture? Could
the photo have been changed over time e.g. digitally enhanced or restored?

Discover

Available census returns 
(every ten years 1841 -
1901) can be used to find out information 
about individuals and family groups.  Use
them with caution, though, and explain what 
errors they may contain e.g. ages of over 15s rounded 
down on the 1841 census.  Compare and contrast two censuses for 
the same street or area - are there any differences in household sizes 
or occupations?  Are there servants and, if so, how many?  How 
might the servants’ lives have differed from that of their employers?
What duties may they have performed?

Question Interpret
Communicate

The wealth of resources available at 
Solihull Heritage & Local Studies Service 
can help you to develop a unique local 
study that will assist students in gaining 
the knowledge and skills to form an 
understanding of what life was like in the 
past and how it differs from the present.

KnowledgeSkillsUnderstanding
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