Our Ref: MFO/sap/H42248.1
Your Ref: GOWM/NPT/CPO/876%4

14 April 2008

Mt David Smale
Operational Support Team
The Planning Inspectorate
Room 3/06

Temple Quay House

2 The Squate

Temple Quay

Bristol BS1 6PN

Dear Sir

The Metropolitan Borough of Solih
Purchase Order 2007 and Related Ordéi
Planning Act 1990

Inquiry opens:
Developer and
as tax to resolve,

In the citcumstances thete is a reluctance, which we hope you will find understandable, on the part of
the Legion, to spend substantial fees on asking a planning consultant to ptepare a full proof of
evidence at this stage, A planning consultant in Solihull has been selected and instructed to be ready
to prepare a full proof of evidence. The main points which he would cover in his evidence are set out
below.

e The proposed residential development relies, in the main, upon land which is public open
space, being part of Shitley Park. It thus falls outside the definition of Previously Developed
Land as set out in Annexe B of PPS 3. It will be noted that this land is thus sequentially
inferior to other sites and ought not to be teleased for development unless there is an
overwhelming need which cannot be met elsewhere.
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¢ It will be shown that Solihull Metropolitan Borough Council is on target in terms of meeting
its housing needs as set out in the adopted Regional Spatial Strategy for the West Midlands
and that there is no overwhelming need for additional greenfield housing land to be released,
particulatly land which is presently public open space.

¢ With regard to the site’s designation as public open space, it will be noted that it is not subject
to requirements and, indeed, lies within an area of open space deficiency. Furthermore, the
adopted Unitary Development Plan for Solihull requires alternative community uses to be
considered before any public open space is released for development. No such assessment of
possible alternative community uses has been undertaken.

» It will be shown that the Adopted Solihull UDP refers to the proposed retail scheme, noting
that this lies within the redefined Town Centre boundaryibut that there is no reference
whatsoever to residential development adjacent # or as part oﬁ:_‘the retail scheme.

e In the complete absence of any justification for th ntial .:.{";toposal in the Development

presented to show that the release of parklan
brought forward through the n
Development Plan — the proces

Yours faithfully

For and on behalf of
Lodders Solicitors LLP

Direct Telephone: 01789 206106
Direct Tax: 01789 262985
E-mail: michael.orlik@lodders.co.uk
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