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REPORT TO THE HEAD OF HIGHWAY MANAGEMENT  

REPRESENTATION TO AN ADVERTISED TRAFFIC REGULATION ORDER 

The Metropolitan Borough of Solihull (School Streets - Phase 3) (Prohibition of 
Driving and 20mph Maximum Speed Limit) Order 2022 

31/03/2022 

LEAD OFFICER: STEVE HAWLEY 

1 Purpose of Report 

1.1 To consider representations received to a Traffic Regulation Order (TRO) to introduce a ‘school 
streets’ restriction at Woodlands Way in Chelmsley Wood, and Northland Road in Shirley. 

2 Background 

2.1 Solihull Council’s ‘School Streets’ project aims to address a number of traffic related issues at 
the beginning and end of each school day, by limiting traffic in the streets surrounding schools 
at key times and creating a predominantly car free zone. 

2.2 Phase 3 of the project continues to build on our initial pilot project which commenced in 
September 2017. The aim of the project remains to create a safer, more pleasant environment 
for everyone around schools. The scheme will promote active travel to school by walking and 
cycling, which in turn, will help to reduce congestion and improve air quality in the area. 

2.3 The proposed restriction under the Order is a prohibition of motor vehicles, applicable Monday 
to Friday at school start and end times (8.25am to 9.10am and 2.45pm to 3.45pm at 
Woodlands Way) (8.20am to 9.10am and 2.30pm to 3.30pm at Northland Road) with 
exemptions for permit holders. Permits will predominantly be issued to residents living on roads 
subject to the Order, with a limited number allocated to the school. 

2.4 The Order also introduces a 20mph Speed Limit throughout the ‘School Streets’ areas effective 
at all times to promote road safety for all road users, and in particular for pedestrians and 
cyclists. The advertised proposals are shown on plans 8196D & 8196E. 

2.5 It is considered that the proposals will generally assist to secure the safer movement of both 
vehicular and pedestrian traffic and improve the amenities of the area. The Order is also 
expected to have a positive impact by reducing instances of obstructive and dangerous 
parking, improving the quality of life for residents and providing greater road safety for school 
children. 

3 Matters for Consideration 

3.1 The proposals were formally advertised on 3 March 2022 and the closing date for receipt of 
representations was 24 March 2022. The proposals attracted just 7 representations across both 
locations; 3 generally supportive comments for Northland Road and 4 mixed responses for the 
Woodlands Way scheme. 

3.2 The representations, comments and suggestions received have been fully considered. The 
tables overleaf summarise the representations in relation to the proposed Order.  
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Table 3.2.1 Representations to the proposed Order at Northland Road 

Numbers 
Received 

Supporting Commentary Officers Comments/ 
Response 

 

 

3 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Two messages of support. 

 The school regularly holds after school clubs or events after the 
usual school hours. The road is equally as busy at 4 with late 
collections as it is around 3. Could the restrictions be extended 
to cover this? Our fear is that if the restrictions don’t cover this, 
it invalidates some of the benefit of this scheme.   

Can I ask what will be done to manage and enforce the parking 
situation?  

Some parents park an hour to 40 minutes before pick up time.  
Would they be able to continue this as they have parked before 
the restriction? 

 
 
 
n/a 

 
 

Refer to paragraph 3.3 
 
 
 
 
Refer to paragraph 3.4 
 
 
 
Refer to paragraph 3.3 

 

 

Table 3.2.2 Representations to the proposed Order at Woodlands Way 

Numbers 
Received 

Supporting Commentary Officers Comments/ 
Response 

 

 

4 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 The proposed morning period should be 8:15 to 9:15 to deal 
with the morning traffic problems. Likewise the afternoon period 
should begin at 14:20 and end at 15:45. These earlier start 
times are when vehicles tend to begin to arrive to find a parking 
space and start to block up the road and footpaths 

The scheme should be properly enforced to ensure drivers 
comply with the Order. 

The proposed area for the Order should be extended further 
down Woodlands Way, to prevent the parking problem just 
being shifted down the road and causing blockages in the 
centre of Woodlands Way instead of just at the end. 

Households with several vehicles should be provided with the 
necessary permits at no extra charge & monitoring of the 
issuing of permits and abuse of permits should be rigorously 
enforced. 

 

 
 

Refer to paragraph 3.3 
 
 
 
 

Refer to paragraph 3.4 
 
 
 

Refer to paragraph 3.5 
 
 
 
 

Refer to paragraph 3.6 
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Table 3.2.2 continued… 

 

 I am all for, but this will just cause more problems in the 
surrounding roads.  I live on Travellers Way & use Ashwood 
Drive to access the back of my property.  This has been is 
getting worse, with people driving too fast up the road & parking 
at school times, which worries me that if you close Woodlands 
way people will just park in other residential roads.  I walk to 
school with my own children & have to dodge in and out of road 
due to bad parking, and what makes it worse is that most of the 
people only live 10 mins away so why they drive is beyond me 

 Whilst I welcome the prohibition of motor vehicles at school drop 
off and pick up times to enable my children to be safer, I have 
seen no consideration for disabled drivers. I am disabled and 
have to take 2 children with additional needs to school and pick 
them up. I am an owner of a motability vehicle and blue badge. I 
cannot walk a far distance as I am in considerable pain and I 
also have to make sure my children are as safe as possible. 
What do you propose to assist with this? 

 The times when cars should be prohibited to park should be 
from 8.10-9.15 and 14.20-15.15. As a resident of the area when 
I leave for work at this time I am constantly blocked in and 
unable to leave without hassle. Numerous of times it takes me 
longer than necessary to gain access to the main road, my 
driveway or rented garage.  

The highlighted area of prohibited vehicles should include the 
garages as these are not for non residential use. There has 
been endless occasions where I have parked my vehicle on my 
rented garage and not been able to move it as I am blocked in. 
Or my car has been in the garage and I am unable to leave as 
there has been school traffic parked in front of the garage, even 
though I have no parking signs that are constantly ignored.  

The proposed highlighted area does not extend far enough 
down Woodlands Way. As access to the main roads will be 
blocked as the problem is now being moved from the end of 
Woodlands Way to the middle.This needs to be enforced and 
not just proposed. Myself and other residents have had endless 
encounters with inconsiderate drivers over parking. This needs 
to be followed through.  

There should be no charge for permits for residents regardless 
of how many vehicles are in the household. And the issuing of 
permits should be controlled to avoid abuse.  

 
 
 
 
 
 

Refer to paragraph 3.6 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Refer to paragraph 3.7 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Refer to paragraph 3.3 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Refer to paragraph 3.8 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Refer to paragraphs 
3.4 & 3.5 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Refer to paragraph 3.6 
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3.3 The times of operation for both schemes have been chosen in consultation with the two 
schools. Whilst the concerns regarding the operational times are acknowledged, any 
amendment and this time would require additional consultation to be carried out. We are keen 
to implement the Orders so that they are in place for the remainder of the school year. Should 
any concerns about the suitability of the times be subsequently borne out, it may be possible to 
amend the Order at a later date. The times are chosen so that they limit the impact on residents 
and their visitors, any extension of the times could simply see those parents that already chose 
to arrive at the school early adjusting their arrival to an earlier time. Whilst not a contravention 
of the Order it would be against the spirit of the scheme to arrive very early to ‘beat’ the 
restriction, and it is expected that engagement with the school and pupils will discourage this 
behaviour. 

3.4 It is important to clarify that the school streets initiative under consideration does not provide 
any additional parking restrictions. The prohibition of driving introduced by the Order is a 
moving traffic offence that is currently enforced by West Midlands Police. However, a statutory 
instrument comes into force later this year that gives effect to moving traffic enforcement 
powers to local authorities under Part 6 of the Traffic Management Act 2004. Once these 
powers have been applied for and a policy developed it is anticipated that Solihull council will 
take on the enforcement of all existing and new school street locations. 

3.5 One of the aims of the school streets scheme is to promote active travel to school by walking 
and cycling. The schemes already implemented in other parts of the borough been quite 
successful in encouraging, where practical, parents to leave their cars at home. Whilst it is 
accepted that individual circumstances will mean some families will continue to travel most of 
their journey by car, we anticipate that any school related parking will be displaced over a wider 
area rather than concentrated around the school gate/entrance. If the Order on Woodlands 
Way results in unacceptable displacement of parking elsewhere on the road, it may be possible 
to extend the scheme at a later date, in particular when the enforcement powers are taken on 
by Solihull council. 

3.6 Additional permits can be allocated by request and free of charge but will only be issued to an 
address of a property within the extent of the scheme. 

3.7 Blue badge holders do have a standard exemption to enter the restricted road within the 
operational hours of the school streets Order. 

3.8 The prohibition of driving effectively prohibits vehicles from entering the road and therefore this 
would also prohibit access to the garage areas, except for resident’s vehicles displaying a valid 
permit and needing to use the garages. 
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4 Ward Members’ Views 

4.1 The Ward Members for the affected wards were advised of the proposals and no objections 
were subsequently received from them during the consultation period.  

5 Officer Recommendation 

5.1 The representations received in respect of the proposed Traffic Regulation Order have been 
fully considered and responded to accordingly in section 3 of the report. 

5.2 The number of representations received is very low and most are supportive albeit with 
request for amendments to the scheme. As set out in paragraph 3.3 we are keen to introduce 
the restrictions without undertaking a further consultation exercise. Should the concerns of the 
objectors be borne out following implementation we will review the suitability of the operating 
times at both locations and the scope/size of the area subject to the school streets Order at 
Woodlands Way. It is therefore recommended that the Order is implemented as originally 
advertised. 

6 Democratic Services  

6.1 Democratic Services have confirmed that the proposed order was subject to statutory 
advertisement on the dates reported and that representations were received as noted above. 

7 Risk Implications  

7.1 The Corporate Risk Management Approach has been complied with to identify and assess 
the significant risks associated with this decision / project. This includes (but is not limited to) 
political, legislation and reputation risks. 

7.2 The Approach is not intended to eliminate all risks and not all the risks identified can be 
managed all of the time. Also, risks will still exist that have not been identified. 

8 For decision 

8.1 The Head of Highway Management is asked to approve that the Traffic Regulation Order as 
detailed on plans 8196D & 8196E is implemented as originally advertised. 

The recommendation as set out above is hereby approved: 

 

                 P.S.Tovey   11th April 2022 

Signature: ……….....................................................................           Date:…………………….
  

 
Paul Tovey 
Head of Highway Management 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


