Economy & Infrastructure

'H' Bar Markings Policy

A ‘H’ Bar is an advisory marking on the public highway across a vehicle dropped kerb or
pedestrian dropped kerb, to advise motorists that this is an area where access is required
and they should not park across the marking.

‘H BAR ROAD MARKING:

A ‘H’' Bar is a road marking, which is shaped like an elongated ‘H’ that is placed across a
vehicular access or driveway. It is used to remind drivers that they should not park in front of
dropped kerb vehicular access points.

'H' Bar Markings do not have any legal standing and are not designed to settle disputes
between neighbours.

This does not imply that all dropped kerb driveways qualify for an advisory white H bar
marking.

MEASUREMENTS:

The marking is only intended to define the width of the vehicular access and as such are
only marked between the top of each drop kerb (not split for individual properties if it is a
shared drive), either side of the driveway as shown in the image below. Vehicle crossings
covering 2 driveways will require a H-mark to run the entire length of both. We are unable to
cover single driveways in this situation.
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Officers will then measure from the start of the first dropped kerb (where it abuts the full-face
kerb {point A above}, across the full width of the drive to the end of corresponding dropped
kerb {point B above}.

LOCATIONS:

'H' bar markings will only be considered at locations where an existing vehicle access
crossing is in situ and where there is disruptive parking caused by local facilities, such as
shops, public houses, schools etc.

Please note - If the dropped kerb extends across two vehicular entrances an application will
need to be received from both properties before a H-marking will be considered.

ENFORCEMENT:

'H' Bar markings are nationally recognised as advisory markings and not normally enforced.
However, if a problem persists with obstruction, with or without a ‘H’ Bar, this is in breach of
the Law and is the responsibility of West Midlands Police to action.

FEES AND CHARGES:

A standard one-off fee of £350 applies for the installation of a single white 'H' bar marking up
to 6 metres in length. Each meter thereafter incurs a charge of £50.00. This fee covers both
administration costs and the physical installation of the marking.

Arenewal of an existing ‘H’ bar will also incur the one-off fee of £350.00.

H bar markings will be reviewed when a road is resurfaced. For applications over 5 years
old, the council will require a new application, including full payment. If your application is
less than 5 years old, the council will automatically relay your marking, at no extra charge.

If an application covers multiple properties, a single fee will be charged. This can be split
equally between applicants or paid as a single amount, but full payment must be received
before any work can begin.

APPLICATION:

If you consider your property would benefit from the introduction of a H bar marking you can
apply using the H Bar Marking Application Form which can be accessed here:

Form HOOI - H Bar Application
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https://www.solihull.gov.uk/sites/default/files/2024-03/H-Markings-Application-Form.pdf

TIMINGS OF WORKS:

For H bar applications of 6m and under in length, please complete and submit the
application form by email to hbarandbbps@solihull.gov.uk. We will then review and respond
within 60 days whether it has been successful. At this point, we will send you details of how
to pay along with a reference number.

Once we have received confirmation that the fee has been paid, the works typically take
between 12-16 weeks from ordering before they are installed. Please note that if the location
is scheduled for resurfacing at a point within the next 3 months, H bar markings will not be
laid until after those works have been completed.

APPEALING PROCESS:

If your application for a H Bar is refused, you may appeal against the decision. You will be
notified in writing with the grounds for our decision. On receipt of any such refusal you may
appeal the decision by emailing hbarandbbps@solihull.gov.uk within 28 days of receipt of
the refusal notification.

If you require further information or a printed copy of the application, you can contact
us using the details below:

Email:

hbarandbbps@solihull.gov.uk

Telephone:

0121 704 8000

Post:

Highways Management,

Economy and Infrastructure Directorate,
Solihull Council,

The Council House,

Solihull,

West Midlands,

B91 3QT
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