1.

REPORT TO THE HEAD OF HIGHWAY MANAGEMENT
REPRESENTATION TO AN ADVERTISED TRAFFIC REGULATION ORDER

The Metropolitan Borough of Solihull
(Widney Road) (Prohibition of Waiting) Order 2025

2 March 2026
LEAD OFFICER: Jane Williams
Purpose of Report

1.1. To consider representations received to a permanent Traffic Regulation Order (TRO) to
introduce new parking restrictions on Widney Road.

2. Background

2.1. Through the council’s established Traffic Regulation Order Framework process the above
locations were identified as priority locations in the 2025/26 works programme to be considered
for the introduction of new or amended parking restrictions.

The restrictions are proposed in response to concerns from residents and aim to regulate on-street
parking and help to facilitate the free passage of traffic.

The proposals as advertised are detailed on plans 9718b in Appendix A.

3. Matters for Consideration

3.1. The proposals were formally advertised on 7" November 2025 and the closing date for receipt of
representations was 28" November 2025.

3.2. Twenty-Six representations were received during the consultation period; 15 were supportive,
some with concerns about displacement. Nine objections were received, 4 specifically
concerning the area adjacent to 92-98 Widney Road. Two were unclear.

All representations have been fully considered. In accordance with data protection requirements,
all comments have been summarised and anonymised.

The tables below summarise the representations received and the officer responses.

Officers
Representations Comments/
Response
(refer to
paragraph)

Objection to the loss of on-street parking and the impact on residents without off-street
parking. Concern that the proposals unfairly affect residents of older properties that cannot 3.3
provide driveways.

Request for residents’ parking permits or exemptions. 3.4
Suggestion that restrictions should be time-limited rather than operating at all times. 3.5
Concern that parking will be displaced into adjacent roads or onto grass verges on the 36
opposite side of the road. :
Objection citing impact on nearby businesses and community facilities. 3.7
If delivery drivers and couriers cannot stop nearby, or must park far away on residential

streets, this will lead to operational delays and possible compliance issues. 3.8
Removing available on-street parking will push staff vehicles into surrounding residential 3.9

roads.




Concern that removal of parking will increase vehicle speeds and reduce safety. 3.10

Query regarding the justification for the proposals and the consultation process. 3.11

Officer Comments/Responses

3.3.

3.4.

3.5.

3.6.

3.7.

3.8.

3.9.

3.10.

3.11.

A carriageway is part of the public highway; its primary purpose is to enable access and to
accommodate the flow of traffic. Whilst parking on a public highway, when not causing an
obstruction or being in contravention of restrictions, is accepted, it cannot be relied upon as a
guaranteed source of parking for individual properties or as overflow parking for nearby land
uses. However, it is recognised that 92 — 98 Widney Road are older properties and do not
have alternative parking or the means of creating driveways. With this in mind it is
recommended that the proposal for double yellow lines at this location be withdrawn and the
situation monitored.

Residents’ parking schemes are introduced following a separate application process and
require resident support and a commitment to meet associated costs. This process sits outside
the annual TRO priority programme and cannot be progressed under the current Order.

Time-limited restrictions were considered; however, obstructive parking has been identified at
various times of the day and a prohibition of waiting at any time is considered the most
effective and enforceable solution. Vehicles parked here at any time would be causing an
obstruction to the free flow of traffic.

It is acknowledged that there is potential for displacement parking into nearby roads. Should
displacement issues arise following implementation, the situation will be monitored, and further
intervention can be considered through the council’s established Traffic Regulation Order
framework.

The council has a statutory duty as highway authority to manage the road network and secure
the safe and expeditious movement of traffic. A road safety risk has been identified at this
location, and obstructive or potentially hazardous parking cannot be permitted to continue,
regardless of the impact on nearby businesses or facilities. Loading, unloading and passenger
pick-up and drop-off can continue in accordance with national exemptions.

Loading and unloading is permitted on double yellow lines, must be continuous and must not
be causing an obstruction. This includes taxis, delivery and collection drivers and couriers.

A carriageway is part of the public highway; its primary purpose is to enable access and to
accommodate the flow of traffic. Whilst parking on a public highway, when not causing an
obstruction or being in contravention of restrictions, is generally accepted, it cannot be relied
on as a source of parking for properties which do not have suitable space or to as an overflow
car park for businesses.

Addressing vehicle speeds and introducing traffic calming measures are outside the scope of
this Traffic Regulation Order.
Speed enforcement remains the responsibility of the police.

The consultation was undertaken in accordance with statutory requirements. Notices were
placed on street, an advertisement was published in the local press and on the council’s
website, and properties directly affected by the proposals were written to. All representations
received within the consultation period have been duly considered.




Ward Members’ Views

The Ward Members for Dorridge and Hockley Heath ward were informed of the proposals and
agreed that the scheme be modified as shown on plan 9718b-app B. At a meeting with Ward
Members, they agreed to support the implemention of the reduced extent of parking restrictions
in line with the officer's recommendation.

Officer Recommendation

The representations received in respect of the proposed Traffic Regulation Order have been fully
considered and responded to accordingly in section 3 of the report.

It is recommended that the proposed Traffic Regulation Order be implemented as modified,
withdrawing the proposed restriction adjacent to properties 92-98 Widney Road and
implementing the lesser restriction of ‘No Waiting, Monday — Friday, 8am — 6pm’ (single yellow
line).

This will discourage obstructive parking during the day, especially on the footway whilst still
allowing residents the flexibility to park considerately during the evenings and weekends.
The original proposal will be deferred and if the current issues remain then it will be implemented
with notice but no further consultation.

Democratic Services

Democratic Services have confirmed that the proposed order was subject to statutory
advertisement on the dates reported and that representations were received as noted above.

Risk Implications
The Corporate Risk Management Approach has been complied with to identify and assess the
significant risks associated with this decision / project. This includes (but is not limited to) political,
legislation and reputation risks.

The Approach is not intended to eliminate all risks and not all the risks identified can be managed
all of the time. Also, risks will still exist that have not been identified.

For Decision

The Head of Highway Management is asked to approve that the Traffic Regulation Order as
detailed on plan 9718b-appB in appendix B is implemented as modified.

The recommendation as set out above is hereby approved:

Signature: PSTO\/@@Date ...... 3rd March 2026....

Paul Tovey
Head of Highway Management
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