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#SENDSpotlight  

Solihull's Best Start in Life Plan has been published. This aims for all children to have 
the best possible start in life by improving support for families and access to early years 
provision, and includes a focus on speech, language and communication support.

 

National news 

SEND Reforms consultation 

Please also remember that the SEND reforms are subject to formal public consultation 
until 18th May 2026. You are able to respond to the consultation on the DfE website 
SEND reform: putting children and young people first - Department for Education - 
Citizen Space 

  

Supporting children and young people with medical conditions and allergy 
consultation  

The DfE have also launched a separate consultation which proposes an update to the 
statutory guidance on medical conditions, which was first issued in 2015 and makes 
proposals to strengthen how children and young people with medical conditions and 
allergy are supported and kept. 

 The draft guidance is open for consultation until 1st May on the DfE website: 

You can find the consultation here: Proposal on support for pupils with medical 
conditions at school.  

You can view the draft statutory guidance and submit your response here: Medical 
conditions at school: statutory guidance - Citizen Space.  

 

  

https://url.uk.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/m7h3CoZQnsxMgApf8H3TpJgaB?domain=links-1.govdelivery.com
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https://url.uk.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/2u_LCr2RqcLpky3FwT3T4qgwo?domain=links-1.govdelivery.com
https://url.uk.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/2u_LCr2RqcLpky3FwT3T4qgwo?domain=links-1.govdelivery.com


 
 

Additional Needs Board 

The last joint additional needs board meeting took place on 7 April 2026. The key 
messages were: 

• The Board heard about the expansion of the short breaks offer which started over 
Easter and the future review which is planned for the whole offer to ensure 
children and young people have good access to the support they need. 

• Members heard from Our Voices Heard on the feedback provided from children 
and young people (which included reasonable adjustments in school and 
stronger post 16 pathways) and discussed what else services can do to make 
improvements. Actions will be agreed and shared on our You said, we did  page 
on Your Voice Solihull.   

The Board discussed the SEND reforms and were keen to ensure this work was joined 
up with other changes across the system, including the social care reforms and the best 
start plan, to make sure that children and families had a seamless experience of 
support to help them thrive.

 

Early Years 

During March we ran our Speech, Language and Communication Needs [SLCN] 
community events ‘Natter Matters’. This was to ensure one ‘communication champion’ 
from every setting was aware of the Solihull SLCN pathway and associated resources. 
40% of our early years settings attended. 62% of attendees were already aware of the 
pathway and 38% additional attendees are now aware. It was great to have Family Hubs 
join us too. 

Attendees especially appreciated the signposting to websites for parents. The main 
outcome of the sessions was the acknowledgement of how parents, settings and 
support services must work [and play] together to ensure that children have the best 
possible early communication experiences to develop their speech, language and 
communication. 

  

CBeebies Parenting has a strong focus on speech and language with videos, reading, 
tips and advice. It reminded me of the Action for Children ‘reaching hands’ campaign of 

https://url.uk.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/RsYiCvQoxUMGYJ0INU4TQDOVn?domain=links-1.govdelivery.com
https://url.uk.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/Q6n9Cw0myFY7q5ZcncjTJoYa2?domain=links-1.govdelivery.com
https://url.uk.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/9Bu0Cx6vzcry7pqT6f0Tyo7nL?domain=links-1.govdelivery.com


 
encouragement to put away devices and play together with children. Settings working 
alongside families can support strong early learning practices. Playing in the bath, 
talking and walking, interactions during mealtimes, looking at books together, singing 
nursery rhymes, etc really make a difference. 

Research is now highlighting the impact devices can have on children’s development 
with Health Professionals for Safer Screens recommending no screen time for under 2s 
and a maximum of 1 hour daily for 2 – 5 y/os. You may wish to read their SEN and 
screens guide. New government guidance was launched recently to support screen-
time. Making sure playtime is part of everyday life can help young children thrive. 

 

Autism and ADHD Redesign Programme  

We wanted to share an update on the work taking place to improve Autism and ADHD 
across Birmingham and Solihull. Over the past month, partners across health and local 
authorities have been continuing work behind the scenes to make the pathway easier to 
understand and more consistent for families. 

A key focus right now is improving the Right to Choose process, which allows families to 
select certain independent organisations for an autism or ADHD assessment; many 
parents have told us this can feel confusing, so we are working together to make the 
options clearer, the information more reliable, and the overall experience more 
supportive. 

 

Improving the Right to Choose process with accreditation 

A new process is being developed to make sure that any organisation offering 
assessments through Right to Choose meets the same set of agreed standards through 
accreditation. Accreditation means organisations will only be listed as locally approved 
option if they meet an agreed set of quality standards. This helps ensure that: 

Assessments are safe and reliable  

• Staff have the right skills and experience  

• Families are communicated with clearly 

• Reports follow national expectations  

• Assessments are recognised by local NHS services  

https://url.uk.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/QFYlCywrAc9g8GmcmhPTx7mWm?domain=links-1.govdelivery.com
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https://url.uk.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/wfl7CBrLXIE1wxJFBt4T25rDe?domain=links-1.govdelivery.com
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https://url.uk.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/vp1DCDq9ZTg1E7rINu2TjwdGn?domain=links-1.govdelivery.com


 
What difference will families notice? 

Once these changes are in place, families will benefit from: 

• Clearer information so families will be able to see exactly which organisations 
meet the agreed standards and what each one offers. 

• More confidence in choices because all providers will be checked against the 
same expectations, families will know that whichever option is chosen meets the 
required level of quality and safety. 

• Better reassurance that reports will be accepted where accredited assessments 
will follow a consistent approach, helping avoid uncertainty about whether 
reports will be recognised locally. 

• A fairer, more consistent experience with an aim for families to receive the same 
level of support and quality of assessment, whichever provider they choose. 

Parent carers will continue to play a significant role. Together we will co-produce: 

Simple and accessible information about how Right to Choose works 

• Guidance on how to make a choice that feels right for your family 

• Clear Frequently Asked Questions that explain what to expect before, during and 
after referral 

We hope to be able to share information about the first accredited providers of 
assessments towards the end of the summer term. 

 

  



 
 

Looking for Autism Support in Birmingham & Solihull? 

The All Age Autism Support Service (AAASS) Directory, delivered by Landau, makes it 
easier for autistic individuals, families, carers and professionals to find local support 
and information. 

Use the directory to explore: 

• Local events and activities 

• Support groups 

• Newsletters and articles 

• Podcasts and useful resources 

Visit: www.aaadirectory.co.uk 

Events & Activities: https://www.aaadirectory.co.uk/events/ 

Articles: https://www.aaadirectory.co.uk/articles/  

Join Our Volunteer Team 

Can you spare 1-2 hours a week? We welcome volunteers of all ages who have an 
interest in or connection to autism. 

As a volunteer you can: 

• Learn how to manage and update an online directory 

• Build valuable new skills 

• Connect with others in the community 

• Help improve awareness and information sharing 

Interested in volunteering or have suggestions for the directory? We’d love to hear from 
you. 

Email: aaa@landau.co.uk 

The directory is always growing so please get in touch if you can’t find what you need or 
would like to feature an organisation. 
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If you think other people you know would be interested in this newsletter please 
encourage them to sign up on the Council website here. 

If you have any feedback on the newsletter, or suggestions for future items please email 
and let us know:jand@solihull.gov.uk 

Charlotte Jones 

Head of Strategy - SEND & Additional Needs 
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