
 
 

May 2026 

 

#SENDSpotlight  

SPCV have just launched a new SEND Navigator Service to equip families with the 
knowledge and confidence to successfully navigate services. If your child has SEND 
and no EHCP, you can request help with their online form 
https://forms.office.com/e/ELk58BYxMH 

 

National news 

The national SEND Reforms consultation has now closed. We will update you when the 
DfE publish their response. 

 

SEND Reforms 

We are now waiting for feedback from the DfE on our proposed plans in response to the 
SEND reforms. Once we have confirmed our plans we will share more information with 
you and tell you how you can be get involved. 

 We have written a joint statement on our work in response to the reforms with SPCV 
and made it available on the local offer: SEND_Reform_Plan_Statement.pdf 

If you have any views on the reform plan you would like to share please contact us at 
mailto:jand@solihull.gov.uk 

 

  

https://url.uk.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/vqV8CQkOMtJ2OPmSmtocG87l0?domain=links-1.govdelivery.com
https://url.uk.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/b0EhCRlLNtyMEW8fwunc1Vd6k?domain=links-1.govdelivery.com
mailto:jand@solihull.gov.uk


 
 

Additional Needs Board 

The last joint additional needs board meeting took place on 5 May 2026. The key 
messages were: 

• The strongest recurring theme for the Local Offer was not that information was 
missing, but that families and young people struggled to find, understand, and 
navigate it. There was agreement that the Local Offer is difficult to access and 
not sufficiently young person-friendly. The group agreed this should be escalated 
to Partnership Board, with a focus on additional resource, communication 
support, and redesign involving young people. 

• Diagnostic waiting times, specialist provision capacity, and wider system 
pressures continue to create barriers. While partnership working has improved 
significantly, families still experience frustration and anxiety due to delays in 
assessments, diagnosis pathways, and access to specialist provision. Members 
recognised that families require more than lists of services. Work is underway to 
strengthen “support while waiting,” with a shift toward practical, hands-on 
support informed by parent feedback. The ambition is to create a more cohesive 
and meaningful offer rather than relying solely on information directories. 

• Feedback from children, young people and parents highlighted a need for clearer 
post-16 pathways, stronger support around transitions, and more involvement of 
young people in decision-making processes. Better engagement at annual 
reviews and using young people directly in service design were seen as 
important next steps. 

Multi-agency working across education, health and social care was repeatedly 
highlighted as a positive, improving outcomes and supporting families. However, 
members felt updates and reports sometimes lacked sufficient narrative and detail to 
support meaningful decision-making, and agreed stronger reporting and clearer 
communication of key messages were needed. 

 

  



 
 

Educational Psychology Service 

Lovely news from SEPS as we welcome a new baby boy into the world, first son to one of 
our wonderful EPs.  We are looking forward to meeting him in person when he is a little 
older!  The Summer term continues apace as we plan for the SEND reforms and 
additional exciting projects to support local children and families, alongside our partner 
agencies.  There continues to be no waiting list for EHCs at present and bookings for 
services to schools next year will commence in June.  We will be recruiting again in the 
near future and hope to employ some Assistant Psychologists in addition to qualified 
EPs.  Wishing you all a lovely Summer break when it arrives, from all the team. 

Jane Sowter 

Principal Educational Psychologist 

 

SISS Autism Team – Parent Workshops - Understanding Autism 

The final parent workshops of this academic year will be delivered on 2nd June 
2026 and 9th June 2026 at Shirley Heath and Riverside Family Hubs. 

There are currently spaces available for the Riverside session, which will be facilitated 
by our specialist autism teachers, Jacinta and Rachel. These workshops are suitable for 
families with autistic children, as well as those whose children are currently on the 
waiting list for an autism assessment. 

The sessions provide a supportive and welcoming environment, offering information 
about autism and practical strategies to support children at home. 

Further details and the booking form are available from your school SENCo. 

 

National Nurturing Schools Award 

We would like to congratulate all the Solihull Schools who have now achieved the 
National Nurturing Schools Award – we are now at 18 schools, which is fabulous!  Many 
of the remaining schools are submitting their applications this term, so we wish them all 
the very best of luck! 

 



 
 

SEND and Best Start in Life EY events -conference/ engagement 

In April we met up with many parents and providers, as well as those working across the 
LA for health and education, at the engagement and EY SEND Conference. 

The conference had representation from a range of services to support parents and 
settings. There were also workshops to attend. Thanks to all that took part. 

The engagement events will feed into the Local Authority SEND Reform plans. Thanks to 
everyone for your feed in and feedback. 

Some comments from the events that took place last week… 

SEND EY Conference at Elmwood 

‘Great to have an event for 0–5-year-olds, and meet professionals and other parents. 
Loved the toys too.’ 

‘Amazing!’ 

There was a clear message from our engagement events - parents want to know about 
setting’s concerns about child with early conversations with them. They don’t want 
settings to wait for parents to start this conversation- if they know it needs to happen. 
They recognise the experience of providers and the ability to recognise this conversation 
is needed. It is also a requirement of the EYFS. 

 

Training - Dingley's Promise  https://dingley.org.uk/training/  

https://url.uk.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/zk2aCVvNRtzW3y1iwC1cENejU?domain=links-1.govdelivery.com
https://url.uk.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/hUpKCWP8VCNMOqvf3FLcoRs1a?domain=links-1.govdelivery.com


 

 

 

  



 
 

Looking for Autism Support in Birmingham & Solihull? 

The All Age Autism Support Service (AAASS) Directory, delivered by Landau, makes it 
easier for autistic individuals, families, carers and professionals to find local support 
and information. 

Use the directory to explore: 

• Local events and activities 

• Support groups 

• Newsletters and articles 

• Podcasts and useful resources 

Visit: www.aaadirectory.co.uk 

Events & Activities: https://www.aaadirectory.co.uk/events/ 

Articles: https://www.aaadirectory.co.uk/articles/ 

 Join Our Volunteer Team 

Can you spare 1-2 hours a week? We welcome volunteers of all ages who have an 
interest in or connection to autism. 

As a volunteer you can: 

• Learn how to manage and update an online directory 

• Build valuable new skills 

• Connect with others in the community 

• Help improve awareness and information sharing 

Interested in volunteering or have suggestions for the directory? We’d love to hear from 
you. 

 Email: aaa@landau.co.uk 

 The directory is always growing so please get in touch if you can’t find what you need or 
would like to feature an organisation. 

 

https://url.uk.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/-aCXCXQMWtk82K3tJHncW61J8?domain=links-1.govdelivery.com
https://url.uk.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/v_QdCY7M8SjnMlPtpI5cxKzsO?domain=links-1.govdelivery.com
https://url.uk.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/sbeWCZ8W1SXklgytBSwcBtcu-?domain=links-1.govdelivery.com
mailto:aaa@landau.co.uk


 
 

Supported Internship success story - Nathan 

Supported internships are structured programmes based primarily with employers with 
the aim for paid employment. They equip young people aged 16-24 with Education, 
Health and Care plans (EHCP) with employability skills through learning in the 
workplace and classroom training over 10 months. After Nathan completed his 
Supported Internship placement with Gary's team at Solihull Community Equipment 
Service, he went for a job interview with the team and have been an essential member 
ever since. If you would like to find out more about Supported Internship either as an 
intern or employer, please get in touch with the Employment and Skills Team at 
employmentteam@solihull.gov.uk. 

Nathan shared his experience in this video. 

mailto:employmentteam@solihull.gov.uk
https://url.uk.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/etzsC169LtLP3GKI7TKcVEO6C?domain=links-1.govdelivery.com


 
 

Short Breaks and Specialist HAF activities 

The aim of short breaks is to give children and young people a chance to spend time away from home, enjoy themselves with friends and 
develop independence. Further information about short breaks (including eligibility is available here. Short Breaks do not require a 
social work assessment. Short Breaks are subsidised by Solihull Council, this means that they will be provided at reduced cost for 
families. HAF places are fully funded by Solihull Council, therefore free to children who are in receipt of benefits-related free school 
meals.  Parents/carers should contact providers to book places directly. 

             

 

Name of Provider Name of Project Contact Details Location Age 
range 

When Summary 

SoLO (Social Life 
opportunities)  

Targeted Community 
Short Breaks 

Phone: 0121 779 3865 
Email: childrens@sololifeo
pportunities.org 

various Up to 19 After school, 
evenings, weekends 

  

School Holidays 

Wide range of group-based short breaks 
activities, taking place after school, weekends 
and school holidays  

Ace Sport Camps  Inclusive Multi-Sports 
& Creative Activity 
Holiday Camp 

07968774523 
acecamps.info@gmail.com 

Tudor Grange 
Academy Solihull 

11-19 School Holidays 
(commencing 
Summer 2026) 

Inclusive Multi-Sports & Creative Activity 
Holiday Camp 

https://url.uk.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/sB-_C289MS0B13AIgUJc5ZwJt?domain=links-1.govdelivery.com
https://url.uk.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/RrwxC369NtWyqKVUKcRcQdyVk?domain=links-1.govdelivery.com
https://url.uk.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/RrwxC369NtWyqKVUKcRcQdyVk?domain=links-1.govdelivery.com
mailto:childrens@sololifeopportunities.org
mailto:childrens@sololifeopportunities.org
https://url.uk.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/HXe0C469OtRDg5Gi0fjc4MQUb?domain=links-1.govdelivery.com
mailto:acecamps.info@gmail.com


 
Name of Provider Name of Project Contact Details Location Age 

range 
When Summary 

Blossom and Belong  Craft, Game and 
Connect 

Email 
blossomandbelong@gmail.
com  

  

Hatchford Brook 
Family Hub 

11-18 Weekly, Term time 
only 

Weekly craft group offering a calm, weekly 
space for anxious children and young people to 
relax, be creative, and socialise at their own 
pace 

MAPA  Inclusion Fusion 
Mondays 

0121 779 6565 

info@meridenadventurepla
yground.com 

  

Meriden Adventure 
Playground, Meriden 
Park (CW) 

7-13 School Holidays 
(commencing May 
half-term) 

High-ratio, inclusive outdoor play sessions. 
Inclusion Fusion offers adventurous, sensory 
and creative play in a large, enclosed adventure 
playground, led by experienced staff trained in 
SEND-informed practice. 

MAPA  Inclusion Fusion 
Saturdays 

0121 779 6565 

info@meridenadventurepla
yground.com 

  

Meriden Adventure 
Playground, Meriden 
Park (CW) 

7-13 Weekly, Term time 
only 

High-ratio, inclusive outdoor play sessions. 
Inclusion Fusion offers adventurous, sensory 
and creative play in a large, enclosed adventure 
playground, led by experienced staff trained in 
SEND-informed practice. 

Ordinary Magic  ASD Groups Phone: 0121 514 8854 

Email: 
Claire.Richards@ordinary
magic.co.uk 

Coleshill Heath 
School 

  

The Bridge, Shirley 

5-13 

  

  

  

Weekly, Term time 
only 

Girls Autism Group 

Boys Autism Group 

Activities are crafted around exploring wellbeing 
and emotions. 

https://url.uk.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/iLBTC57WPSwXE9OSzvh5ckY3wK?domain=links-1.govdelivery.com
mailto:blossomandbelong@gmail.com
mailto:blossomandbelong@gmail.com
https://url.uk.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/2FJ0C6W0QhZpzmxippi3c5COWk?domain=links-1.govdelivery.com
mailto:info@meridenadventureplayground.com
mailto:info@meridenadventureplayground.com
https://url.uk.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/PBsfC79ARin8lN9C8Ws5corsis?domain=links-1.govdelivery.com
mailto:info@meridenadventureplayground.com
mailto:info@meridenadventureplayground.com
https://url.uk.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/_COuC839VhB21qxcn2tjcyj1Io?domain=links-1.govdelivery.com
mailto:Claire.Richards@ordinarymagic.co.uk
mailto:Claire.Richards@ordinarymagic.co.uk


 
Name of Provider Name of Project Contact Details Location Age 

range 
When Summary 

Web contact form: 
https://ordinarymagic.co.uk
/contact 

Ordinary Magic  SEND Holiday Phone: 0121 514 8854 

Email: 
eva.riddiford@ordinarymag
ic.co.uk 

Web contact form: 
https://ordinarymagic.co.uk
/contact 

The Bridge, Shirley 

  

Hatchford Brook and 
Elmwood Family Hub 

  

Three Trees 
Community Centre 

5-19 School Holidays 
(commencing Easter 
2026) 

Inclusive and enriching holiday experience- 
programme includes creative arts and crafts, 
sensory play, structured games and inclusive 
sporting activities and educational trips. 
Children will have the opportunity to enjoy a 
variety of seasonal activities and crafts. 

Ordinary Magic  Thrive Tribe Forest 
School 

Phone: 0121 514 8854 

Email: 
eva.riddiford@ordinarymag
ic.co.uk 

Web contact form: 
https://ordinarymagic.co.uk
/contact 

  5-14 Weekly, Term time 
only 

Forest School activities offering chance for 
children and young people to connect with 
nature while developing confidence, 
independence and life skills. Through activities 
such as den building, pond dipping, animal 
care, sensory walks, fire lighting and bushcraft. 

https://url.uk.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/96P5C992WirlQqPioOuJcqa3HK?domain=links-1.govdelivery.com
https://url.uk.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/96P5C992WirlQqPioOuJcqa3HK?domain=links-1.govdelivery.com
https://url.uk.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/XETLC089KSY7VBlHwOC6c9aWcZ?domain=links-1.govdelivery.com
mailto:eva.riddiford@ordinarymagic.co.uk
mailto:eva.riddiford@ordinarymagic.co.uk
https://url.uk.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/QWmcCgpk0S4o9yntN7FOc49CU7?domain=links-1.govdelivery.com
https://url.uk.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/QWmcCgpk0S4o9yntN7FOc49CU7?domain=links-1.govdelivery.com
https://url.uk.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/RNpUCjYn1uZB8mkiWjHGcmndd1?domain=links-1.govdelivery.com
mailto:eva.riddiford@ordinarymagic.co.uk
mailto:eva.riddiford@ordinarymagic.co.uk
https://url.uk.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/vy_DCk2o1UoK9BZi2NcmcGGnkw?domain=links-1.govdelivery.com
https://url.uk.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/vy_DCk2o1UoK9BZi2NcmcGGnkw?domain=links-1.govdelivery.com


 
Name of Provider Name of Project Contact Details Location Age 

range 
When Summary 

Ordinary Magic  Youth Groups – 
Inclusive and Ignite 

Phone: 0121 514 8854 

Email: 
Claire.Richards@ordinary
magic.co.uk 

Web contact form: 
https://ordinarymagic.co.uk
/contact 

Hatchford Brook 
Family Hub 

  

1st Solihull Scout Hut, 
Lode Lane 

11-19 Weekly, Term time 
only 

Two weekly youth groups. One for young people 
with cognitive and LD and the second is for 
young people with all other disabilities. 

Each group provides a rich and varied 
programme of fun, social, creative and physical 
activities that are age and ability appropriate. 
Activities are planned with the young people 
and change on a half-termly basis. 

Signpost Inclusion  Holiday Club Phone: 07873 782579 

Email: 
info@signpostinclusion.org
.uk 

Range of locations 5-19 
depending 
on the 
activities 

School Holidays School holiday club offering range of activities, 
indoor and outdoors at a range of locations 

Signpost Inclusion  After School Clubs 
(Thursdays and 
Fridays) 

Phone: 07873 782579 

Email: 
info@signpostinclusion.org
.uk 

Renewal Family 
Centre 

5-16 
depending 
on the 
activity 

Weekly, Term time 
only 

Thursday: Activity Hub offering range of 
sessions, including 

Solihull Moors 
Foundation  

Inclusive Trips 

  

Phone: 0121 705 6770 Solihull Moors 
Football Club 

11-18 School Holidays Inclusive Youth Club offering a range of 
activities including disability sports 

https://url.uk.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/EdU9ClRp1i6VxEDUGjSnczu2eB?domain=links-1.govdelivery.com
mailto:Claire.Richards@ordinarymagic.co.uk
mailto:Claire.Richards@ordinarymagic.co.uk
https://url.uk.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/fUI4CmqE5ukgzlGtGLTDcRxXsh?domain=links-1.govdelivery.com
https://url.uk.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/fUI4CmqE5ukgzlGtGLTDcRxXsh?domain=links-1.govdelivery.com
https://url.uk.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/31F7CnRz1irPvDQi9KUBcJPLhY?domain=links-1.govdelivery.com
mailto:mailto:info@signpostinclusion.org.uk
mailto:mailto:info@signpostinclusion.org.uk
https://url.uk.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/y4JKCoZO1i6gEYJU1NtLcpsmNP?domain=links-1.govdelivery.com
mailto:mailto:info@signpostinclusion.org.uk
mailto:mailto:info@signpostinclusion.org.uk
https://url.uk.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/5DflCpZz1ipVmoPiPBfQcGNxq3?domain=links-1.govdelivery.com
https://url.uk.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/5DflCpZz1ipVmoPiPBfQcGNxq3?domain=links-1.govdelivery.com


 
Name of Provider Name of Project Contact Details Location Age 

range 
When Summary 

  Email: 
joe.butler@solihullmoorsfc
.co.uk 

SoLO (Social Life 
opportunities)  

Higher Needs SEND Phone: 0121 779 3865 
Email: childrens@sololifeo
pportunities.org 

Range of locations   School Holidays   

Sporty Minds  Inclusive Development Email: 
info@sportymindscic.com 

Phone: 07886271954 

  

Three Trees 
Community Centre 

16-19 Fortnightly, term time 
only 

Programme for Young People with SEND aged 
16-19 years old, providing opportunities to 
develop new skills that will prepare them for 
their working lives.  

Sporty Minds  SEND Holiday Trips Email: 
info@sportymindscic.com 

Phone: 07886271954 

Range of locations   School Holidays Trips out for Children & Young People with 
SEND. For Easter 2026 we have chosen to 
select Combat Sports centre, Flash Climb and 
Solihull Arden Club for Children & Young People 
to be able to experience participating in 
activities that include rock climbing, tennis and 
boxing 

mailto:joe.butler@solihullmoorsfc.co.uk
mailto:joe.butler@solihullmoorsfc.co.uk
https://url.uk.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/ykF3CqQ21tJEZNGSZ2hkcEC-2U?domain=links-1.govdelivery.com
https://url.uk.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/ykF3CqQ21tJEZNGSZ2hkcEC-2U?domain=links-1.govdelivery.com
mailto:childrens@sololifeopportunities.org
mailto:childrens@sololifeopportunities.org
https://url.uk.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/gimlCr2Y1U4kEZXt7RhXc4Z6Gm?domain=links-1.govdelivery.com
mailto:info@sportymindscic.com
https://url.uk.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/M_xkCvQj1trYx8oiQnsWcQal0u?domain=links-1.govdelivery.com
mailto:info@sportymindscic.com


 
Name of Provider Name of Project Contact Details Location Age 

range 
When Summary 

Strike9T  Accsessable4all Phone: 07923 362321 
(Jack) 

Email: 
info@strike9training.com 

Tudor Grange 
Academy, Kingshurst 

5-14 Weekly, Term Time 
only and Half term 
holidays 

School holidays camps (half-terms only) and 
weekly activity drop-ins 

Strike9T  SEND Holiday Club Phone: 07923 362321 
(Jack) 

Email: 
info@strike9training.com 

Tudor Grange 
Academy, Kingshurst 

  School Holidays Activities include a variety of sports integrated 
within our HAF camp - these include: 
Dodgeball, Football, cricket, Hockey as well as 
some cycling sessions, arts and crafts and 
other board games. 

Winnr Sports  Champions Club Phone: 07715667351 

Emal: 
info@winnrsport.com 

Website: 
www.winnrsport.com 

  

Winnr Sports Boxing 
Gym, CW 

11-16 Weekly, Term Time 
and School Holidays 

Non-contact boxing gym-based programme 
combines intensive physical activity through 
boxing training, creative activities including 
music and arts, life skills development, and 
community trips across Solihull 

                          

  

 

https://url.uk.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/ilcdCw0k1igqKxXtVGtycJoGX-?domain=links-1.govdelivery.com
mailto:info@strike9training.com
https://url.uk.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/mzRRCx6lgtP7kvKt8qs9cy0MZW?domain=links-1.govdelivery.com
mailto:info@strike9training.com
https://url.uk.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/aQl1CywmjSA8ZoECZqC9cxd5sp?domain=links-1.govdelivery.com
mailto:info@winnrsport.com
https://url.uk.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/WNSXCz6nktOk6qvU4lIVc94cpU?domain=links-1.govdelivery.com


 
Up to date information can be found on the Family Information Service Directory 

 

https://url.uk.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/7woZCA6mptGw4OMtGmHOcGyPLo?domain=links-1.govdelivery.com


 
 

If you think other people you know would be interested in this newsletter please 
encourage them to sign up on the Council website here. 

If you have any feedback on the newsletter, or suggestions for future items please email 
and let us know:jand@solihull.gov.uk 

Charlotte Jones 

Head of Strategy - SEND & Additional Needs 

 

 
 
 

https://url.uk.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/aak_CBrnqizwjK3iz8Iwc2g0lS?domain=links-1.govdelivery.com
mailto:jand@solihull.gov.uk

