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1.0

Introduction and Background

1.1

This Consultation Statement has been prepared in accordance with The
Neighbourhood Planning (General) Regulations 2012 (SI No. 637) Part 5
Paragraph 15 (2)1 which defines a “consultation statement” as a document
which –
(a) contains details of the persons and bodies who were consulted about the
proposed neighbourhood development plan;
(b) explains how they were consulted;
(c) summarises the main issues and concerns raised by the persons consulted;
and
(d) describes how these issues and concerns have been considered and, where
relevant, addressed in the proposed neighbourhood development plan.

1.2

Berkswell Neighbourhood Development Plan (NDP) has been prepared in
response to the Localism Act 2011, which gives parish councils and other
relevant bodies, new powers to prepare statutory Neighbourhood Plans to help
guide development in their local areas. These powers give local people the
opportunity to shape new development, as planning applications are
determined in accordance with national planning policy and the local
development plan, and neighbourhood plans form part of this Framework.
(Other new powers include Community Right to Build Orders whereby local
communities have the ability to grant planning permission for new buildings).

1.3

From July 2015 some early work was undertaken together with neighbouring
Balsall Parish Council to prepare a joint NDP for both parishes. A neighbourhood
area extending across both parishes was designated by Solihull MBC, and some
informal community engagement and consultation activity was undertaken
including surveys at fêtes, an exhibition, discussions with community groups and
schools, and sessions with business groups. However, in December 2016 Balsall
Parish Council gave notice of their termination of the agreement to undertake a
joint NDP. It should be noted that this early joint data was used to help inform
the preparation of the Issues and Options document for Berkswell NDP.

1.4

On 16th March 2016, Berkswell Parish Council therefore resolved to work
towards its own NDP and to seek approval from Solihull MBC for the designation
of the whole area of the parish as a Neighbourhood Area.
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http://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2012/637/contents/made
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2.0

Designation and Embarking on the Berkswell NDP

2.1

The Parish Council applied to Solihull MBC for designation of the parish as a
neighbourhood area on 17th March 2017 and this was approved on 18th July
2017. The designated neighbourhood area is the same as the parish boundary
and is shown on Map 1.

2.2

A steering committee of parish councillors, representatives of the two residents’
associations and interested local residents from Balsall and Berkswell Parish
held its inaugural meeting on 12th June 2017 at the Jubilee Centre, Balsall
Common with an expert consultant, to oversee the preparation of the Plan on
behalf of the parish council. Local residents were invited to this meeting, as is
the practice of Berkswell Parish Council, to give their views and there was
significant debate. It was agreed that the initial focus for the NDP should be the
following:
•

Housing design principles for both Balsall Common and the Conservation
Area

•

Local housing needs not covered by Solihull Plan within constraints of
Green Belt

•

Conversion of redundant buildings within the Green Belt for housing
and/or business use

•

Landscaping, & natural environment within the built environment
o

mature trees,

o

ponds & water courses

o

woodland & wild space

•

Policies on
o

car parking spaces for new homes,

o

house size/bedroom numbers to meet local needs,

o

character of the area/zoning density

•

Accessibility/interconnectivity
o

Footpaths

o

Pavements

o

Cycle ways

o

Bridle paths

o

Pedestrian crossings

o

Car parking at station

o

Car parking in Balsall Common centre (this is mainly a Balsall PC
NDP issue)
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•

Infrastructure/facilities including leisure facilities BUT not including
schools (which are for SMBC)

•

Needs of local businesses

2.3

It was agreed at the meeting that a questionnaire should be prepared to help
engage local businesses and to find out about their issues and concerns.

2.4

A dedicated NDP website was set up to provide updates on the progress of the
NDP and the minutes and agendas of Steering Committee meetings. The
website has been an essential tool in the consultation processes and provides
access to background documents and the evidence base which support the
policies and proposals in the Plan. The web pages are found under the Parish
Council website, which is hosted by a community-led website, "Spirit of
Berkswell". It is: http://www.berkswell.org/council/neighbourhooddevelopment-plan .

2.5

The local publication, The Bugle, is published quarterly. This publication was
used to provide background briefing sessions and updates to residents,
including consultation feedback throughout the NDP process - see Appendix I.

2.6

Core to the communication strategy for the whole NDP process was the use of
the Balsall Common Village Residents Association (BCVRA) e-newsletter and the
Berkswell Society e-newsletter which between them have a circulation of almost
1000 homes and the schools e-parent mail systems with about another 1000
plus recipients. We understand that the residents associations and the school
mail systems tend to have overlapping but different age demographics. These
had significant reach and were supplemented by mail drops, notice boards,
facebook, posters/banners etc. and face to face drop in sessions.
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3.0

Issues and Options Consultation - Autumn 2017
Banner, Balsall Common Roundabout

3.1

An Issues and Options document was prepared which set out the further ideas
of the Steering Committee linked to the above identified planning themes. The
document included a number of key questions to help guide residents to
consider the key planning issues and was consulted upon from 30th September
2017 until 28th October 2017. A summary of promotional activity for the Issues
and Options consultation is provided below:
Poster placement for drop in events
3 PC notice boards
BCVRA notice board
Balsall Common notice
board by dentist
Both Berkswell village bus
stops
Kelsey Lane bus stop
Reading Rooms notice
board
Outside Jubilee Centre
Telephone box library on
Old Waste lane
Medical centre
Village shop

BC Pharmacy
Tesco
Co-op

Outside old HSBC
Sainsbury
Charity Shop

One stop shop/post office

Tuscany Pizza

Angela James Flowers
Library

Deli
Costa Coffee

Railway PH
Bear PH

Michaels Drinks
Butchers

Brickmakers PH
White Horse

Car wash
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Banners
Entry to library car park

Central BC roundabout

Waste Lane entry to
Balsall Common

Station roundabout

“A” boards on drop in event days
Outside Costa
Berkswell village shop

Outside Post Office
St John’s church

Outside Deli/HSBC
Parish Council notice
board by Well

Issues and Options document placement
British Legion

Brickmakers PH

Dentist (from 18th Oct)
Village shop

Deli
Library

Medical Centre (from 18th
Oct)
Costa
Telephone box library Old
Waste lane

White Horse

E- Communications
Residents association
Communicator x 3 times to
700 plus residents
Berkswell Primary School
parent listing

Berkswell Society
newsletters x 3 times to
250 plus residents
Balsall Common Primary
parent listing

Heart of England
Academy parent listing
U3A members listing 300
plus residents

3.2

Copies of publicity material are provided in Appendix II.

3.3

Every household in Berkswell Parish received a hand delivered copy of a leaflet
(1,390 households). The leaflet publicised the drop-in sessions and all copies
were delivered by a team of volunteers. The Balsall Common Residents
Association (BCVRA) sent multiple communications out - see emails dated
15th September and 5th October (which was the covering email for the poster).
The Berkswell Society also sent out emails to all members.

3.4

Reminders were sent out electronically asking residents to comment on the
Issues and Options document. This was done via the Bugle (circulation
approximately 3,800), BCVRA Communicator (circulation over 700), Berkswell
Society newsletter (circulation 245), Heart of England School parent mail,
Berkswell Primary School Parent mail, U3A members mail (350 plus members).
Appendix II includes the reminder for Berkswell School and one from the
Berkswell Society. Facebook was also used.

3.5

Posters and banners were placed around both Berkswell and Balsall Parish.
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3.6

The Parish Council wrote to a number of community organisations inviting input
on 6th October and to neighbouring Parish Councils. A formal notice was placed
in the Solihull Observer.

3.7

Two public drop-in events were held on Saturday 30th September 2017 from 10
am to 4 pm at the Jubilee Centre, Station Road in the Library car park, Balsall
Common, and on Saturday 7th October 2017 from 9.30 am to 12 noon in the
Jordan Room, St John the Baptist Church, Church Lane, Berkswell.
Photos of Jubilee Centre Event, 30th September 2017

3.8

Around 220 local people attended the events in total. The Issues and Options
consultation was promoted in the Bugle community magazine, the electronic
distribution lists of the two residents’ associations and the electronic
distribution lists of the local schools, on the NDP section of the parish council
web site (NDP web site), and through posters, and leaflets delivered to
households across the area.

3.9

Over 400 questionnaire responses were submitted from local residents and
groups and these were analysed and summarised in a full report which is
provided in the consultation pages of the NDP website (see
http://berkswell.org/council/neighbourhood- development-plan ). The headline
results are provided in Appendix III.

3.10

The questionnaire encouraged respondents to make suggestions and comments
to the following question areas:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

3.11

Question 1 - Vision and Objectives
Question 2 – Housing on allocated sites in Solihull draft plan
Question 3 – Affordable housing needs outside Balsall Common
Question 5 – Berkswell Conservation area
Question 8 – Improving local infrastructure
Question 9 – Supporting investment in local business
Question 10 – Supporting investment in Balsall Common shopping
centre
Any other comments.

Over 1000 written suggestions were made by residents in response to the issues
and options consultation in addition to statistical data. To bring structure to
these comments the Steering Committee employed a Japanese quality analysis
8

technique called an “affinity diagram”. Using this technique the large number of
suggestions were sorted into common themes or affinity groups typed up into
83 pages. These comments as well as the statistical data informed the Steering
Committee on things that residents wished an NDP to cover in addition to the
broad areas in the Issues and options document.
3.12

The full report on the website includes the many comments and ideas
submitted by respondents, all of which were given careful consideration by the
Steering Committee during the preparation of the First Draft Plan. A summary
note of the main areas covered by the comments is provided in Appendix IV.
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4.0

Business Survey

4.1

At the same time as the Issues and Options public consultation was undertaken,
the Steering Committee undertook a survey of as many local businesses as could
be identified from extensive research and local knowledge.

4.2

Wherever possible, the Steering Committee emailed businesses, but for many
farms and some businesses, a letter was hand delivered.

4.3

19 responses were received from local businesses, providing information about
the key issues facing local employers and the Berkswell Parish economy. The
headline results are provided in Appendix V and the full report setting out the
consultation responses is provided on the NDP website.

5.0

Consultation with Young People

5.1

There was some early work undertaken with Balsall Common primary school at
the joint NDP stage. This included focus group activity with staff members
including the head teacher, and separately with a group from the PTA. There
was also a stand at the primary school summer fete. Separately, but still at the
joint NDP stage, the head teacher and assistant head of Berkswell Church of
England primary school were interviewed. There was also a focus group session
with the Galileo Explorers Group (14-18 years).

5.2

Once work was underway on an NDP for Berkswell, the Steering Committee
wrote to several community organisations for young people and contacted
some informally due to low levels of initial response. The Committee contacted
by email the Berkswell Scouts on the 6th October, the Hornets Youth Football
Team and the youth/adult cricket, and a contribution from the Berkswell and
Balsall Common Sports and Community Association (BBCSCA) which runs youth
cricket and tennis.

5.3

There was no responses from the scouts or the Hornets, but there was a
response from a representative of adults' and children’s cricket and the contact
later applied for a grant for youth cricket.

5.4

The Committee then decided to hold a special consultation at the Heart of
England secondary school. This was organised through the Deputy Principal and
conducted by the Head of 6th Form and took place in January 2018. Just over a
third of the eligible students replied. The questionnaire was designed by the
NDP Committee working with the Deputy Principal and one student, who later
undertook the analysis.

5.5

A copy of the report on the results of the consultation is provided below and the
information provided by the young people was considered carefully by the
Steering Committee as part of the preparation of the First Draft Plan.
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6.0

Survey of Users of Meeting House Lane Proposed Local Green
Space

6.1

The NDP Steering Committee identified two areas of open space which could be
considered as candidates for designation as Local Green Space. One of the
areas is a football field used by a local football club, and the other, land off
Meeting House Lane is used informally by local residents for walking and
recreation. In order to understand better how the proposed Local Green Space
at Meeting House Lane is valued and used by local people, the Steering
Committee undertook a survey of users in early 2018.

6.2

The survey of use was carried out from 6th January to 3rd February 2018 during
very poor weather, when it was very wet. People found using the Meeting
House Lane recreation ground were surveyed on the dates and at the times
when the volunteer was present at the recreation ground.

6.3

A copy of the report and its appendix is provided below.
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7.0

First Draft Plan

7.1

A First Draft Plan was prepared building on the results of the various informal
public consultations, including the Issues and Options consultation, and with the
advice and support of planning officers from Solihull MBC.

7.2

The First Draft Plan was published for informal public consultation from March
25th to April 26th 2018 to allow local residents and stakeholders to consider the
emerging draft NDP policies and to provide comments.

7.3

The consultation, including drop-in events, was formally advertised/launched on
the parish council’s web site and 5 notice boards across the parish on 25th March
2018. The web site displayed the First Draft Plan, the draft planning policies and
the consultation process and an electronic version of the survey. Copies of the
First Draft Plan were deposited at the Balsall Common library and the village
shop in Berkswell village.

7.4

As far as was practical, every household received an NDP pack containing an
explanatory letter covering the process and where to get more information, a 4page summary of the First Draft Plan, a questionnaire and a reply-paid envelope
to Stratford Council Communication services.

7.5

Approximately 3700 packs were delivered by volunteers targeting all homes in
both Berkswell and Balsall Parishes with pre-paid return envelopes and an on
line option to return representations and comments. Two questionnaires were
distributed to each household with residents encouraged to return the paper
version in the freepost envelope provided, hand in at the drop-in events, or
complete an on-line version on the Berkswell Parish website. If more paper
questionnaires were required, residents were encouraged to download off the
website, photocopy one or obtain from Balsall Common Library. Views were also
invited to comment in writing to Berkswell Parish Council, PO Box 6379,
Coventry, CV6 9LP or clerk@berkswellparishcouncil.org.uk.

7.6

Three drop-in sessions were originally organised where residents could view
visualisations of the planning policies, the policies themselves and the vision and
objectives and read copies of the First Draft Plan document if they wished. The
traffic parking and calming proposals for Berkswell village were also on display.
A special survey was available on that last topic for completion at the exhibition
once residents had viewed the layout drawings. The drop in events were:
•
•
•

Saturday 7th April from 10 am to 2 pm The Jordan Room, St John Baptist Church
Berkswell village
Wednesday 11th April from 7 pm until 9 pm. Westlake Room, at the rear of the
Balsall Common village hall, Station Road.
Saturday 14th April from 10 am until 2.30 PM The Jubilee Centre, The Library car
park, Balsall Common Shopping centre, Station Road.
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Photo of Jordan Room, Berkswell Church, Berkswell village
7th April 2018

7.7

Subsequently, a fourth drop-in session was organised seeking to engage more
fully with families with primary school age children at the request of a resident.
This was conducted in the Scout House by the school entrance in Berkswell
whilst parents came to pick up their children from school. Berkswell school
serves the whole parish and gets the majority of its pupils from Balsall Common.

7.8

Hard copies of the First Draft Plan were placed in library and village shop.

7.9

Seven banners advertising the drop-in sessions were placed at key locations.
The BCVRA (Balsall Common Village Residents’ Association) and Berkswell
Society data bases were used to supplement the launch of the consultation and
to send out reminders of both the drop-in events and the approaching deadline
for the end of the consultation. Reminders were also sent out using the Heart of
England and Berkswell Schools parent mail systems. These electronic reminder
communications directed residents to the parish council web site.

7.10

All businesses listed on the NDP data base were e-mailed and invited to
comment electronically using the survey link on the web site. Neighbouring
parishes and Solihull Council were advised of the consultation to by e-mail and
invited to comment. The two residents’ association, BCVRA and Berkswell
Society, were invited to comment.

7.11

Pegasus Group who had contacted the council with regard to the Solihull plan,
were also e-mailed and advised of the consultation process. Pegasus are the
potential developers of most of site allocation 1 in the draft Solihull Local Plan
review.

7.12

Care was taken to ensure that the Catholic Church in Balsall Common received a
copy of the 1st draft plan information pack (2 copies were delivered on different
days by different individuals)

7.13

The original consultation period was set as 24th March to 22nd April 2018 but was
extended to 26th April 2018 to allow Solihull Council more time to respond. (See
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PC minute 18b of 12th April 2018). This time extension was posted on the PC web
site and notified to residents via the BCVRA and Berkswell Society data bases.
7.14

For copies of publicity information see Appendix VI.

7.15

A copy of a report on the process and results of the consultation process is
provided in Appendix VII.

7.16

The consultation process generated a significant number of responses from
residents from Berkswell and Balsall Parishes, and some from other areas. 684
completed paper copies were received, alongside 239 completed online, making
a total of 923 responses overall. The responses were sent by respondents to
Stratford District Council Communications Unit, who produced an independent
report on responses.

7.17

Overall there was overwhelming support for the draft vision and objectives (95%
of respondents supported these) and emerging draft planning policies (90% of
respondents supported these).

7.18

There were letters with comments and support submitted by representatives of
landowner / developers with interests in proposed strategic sites, and a large
number of very detailed comments and suggestions from local residents on a
wide range of issues, some of which cannot be addressed in the NDP. There
were also some objections, including to the proposed Local Green Space at
Meeting House Lane from the landowner and some residents. Overall however
there was public support for the two proposed Local Green Spaces with 92% of
respondents supporting the recreation ground on Meeting House Lane and 95%
of respondents supporting the Hornets ground on Lavender Hall Lane, as well as
various suggestions for other sites to be considered.

7.19

More details about the consultation process, the comments submitted by
residents and other organisations including Solihull MBC and local landowner /
developers, together with the proposed changes to the NDP which these
generated, can be found on the relevant pages of the NDP website.

7.20

Following consideration of the responses to the consultation process the First
Draft Plan was reviewed, amended and finalised as a Draft Plan for Regulation
14 public consultation.
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8.0

Regulation 14 Public Consultation on Berkswell Draft NDP

8.1

The public consultation on the Draft Neighbourhood Development Plan was
carried out in accordance with The Neighbourhood Planning (General)
Regulations 2012 (SI No. 637) Part 5 Pre-submission consultation and publicity,
paragraph 14. This states that:

8.2

Before submitting a plan proposal to the local planning authority, a qualifying
body must—
(a) publicise, in a manner that is likely to bring it to the attention of people who
live, work or carry on business in the neighbourhood area
(i) details of the proposals for a neighbourhood development plan;
(ii) details of where and when the proposals for a neighbourhood development
plan may be inspected;
(iii) details of how to make representations; and
(iv) the date by which those representations must be received, being not less
than 6 weeks from the date on which the draft proposal is first publicised;
(b) consult any consultation body referred to in paragraph 1 of Schedule 1 whose
interests the qualifying body considers may be affected by the proposals for a
neighbourhood development plan; and
(c) send a copy of the proposals for a neighbourhood development plan to the
local planning authority.

8.3

The Draft Neighbourhood Development Plan (NDP) for Berkswell Parish was
published for 6 weeks formal public consultation (Regulation 14) from 18th June
to 31st July 2018.

8.4

Hard copies of this document could be read at Balsall Common Library at 283
Kenilworth Road Balsall Common and the village shop in Church Lane, Berkswell
village, and copies were available on request to borrow from the Parish Council
Clerk.

8.5

The consultation process was promoted on the NDP website and using flyers for
the BCVRA Communicator and Berkswell Society email distribution lists - see
Appendix VIII.

8.6

Email letters were sent to the statutory consultation bodies and other local
organisations - see copy of letter in Appendix IX. A complete list of
organisations consulted, including consultation bodies is provided in Appendix
X. The list includes Solihull MBC - the local planning authority.

8.7

Responses were invited using the Response Form (see Appendix XI) which was
provided on the website, or available as a hard copy from the Clerk to the Parish
Council, to be returned to: The Clerk, Berkswell Parish Council, PO Box 6379,
Coventry, CV6 9LP or clerk@berkswellparishcouncil.org.uk. Comments were
also welcomed in writing or by email.
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8.8

The Steering Committee took the decision that a further public drop in event
was not required at this stage, as the Draft NDP was very similar to the First
Draft Plan which had been published for extensive community consultation,
including several events only a few months before.
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9.0

Formal Consultation Responses to the Berkswell Draft
Neighbourhood Development Plan

9.1

A significant number of consultation responses were submitted during the
Regulation 14 public consultation. The complete responses, together with the
parish council's consideration of these, and any resulting changes to the NDP
are provided in a series of tables as accompanying documents to this
Consultation Statement.

9.2

Table 1 sets out the responses from Solihull MBC. These are generally
supportive of the NDP policies and provide some proposed detailed
amendments to the objectives and some of the policies, most notably Policy B1
which provides a detailed planning policy framework to guide new housing
development in the parish. Solihull MBC recommended further evidence be
provided to support car parking requirements in the NDP in line with the NPPF,
and expressed concern that the identification of a proposed Local Green Space
at Meeting House Lane may be premature as a it comes ahead of a master plan
for a proposed housing site which may come forward in the Local Plan Review.
Further evidence has been provided in the submission plan and a supporting
document relating to the car parking policy. The Borough Council advised that
both of these matters could be considered and determined through the
examination process. It should also be noted that further advice from the
Borough Council has been provided in relation to proposed changes to policy
wording in the submission plan.

9.3

Table 2 sets out the responses from the consultation bodies. General responses
were submitted by Natural England, Network Rail, the Coal Authority and
National Grid. West Midlands Police submitted detailed comments to
strengthen policies in relation to improving community safety and incorporating
secure by design principles into new developments. Many of these have been
taken on board in the submission plan, subject to advice from officers at Solihull
MBC. Balsall Parish Council also provided detailed comments, with some
relating to the boundary review. These did not result in changes to the NDP.
Historic England were very supportive of the NDP and advised that "the
emphasis on the conservation of local distinctiveness through good design and
the protection of heritage assets, archaeological remains, local green space and
important views, along with landscape character through the retention of the
“Meriden Gap” is to be applauded."

9.4

Table 3 provides the responses from local residents and stakeholders. There
were 113 respondents and the vast majority were supportive of the NDP. There
were several objections, most notably to the proposed Local Green Space at
Meeting House Lane, but the vast majority of respondents continued to
demonstrate support for this. One responded also provided detailed
suggestions for changes to policy wording and most of these have been included
in the submission plan where appropriate.

9.5

Table 4 sets out responses from land owners and developers and their agents.
The 5 respondents included suggestions for proposed housing sites and / or
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amendments to the Green Belt boundary and the NDP does not address these
matters and so they are referred to SMBC. Some detailed amendments to
policy wording were taken on board in the submission plan. There was a
detailed objection from the land owner of the proposed Local Green Space at
Meeting House Lane, arguing that the site does not meet the criteria in the
NPPF for various reasons. There was also criticism that the parish council had
failed to engage properly with the landowner at an early stage of the process.
9.6

Overall a number of detailed changes have been made to the NDP in response
to many of the submitted comments and suggestions.
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10.0 SMBC Comments following Pre-Submission Checking
10.1

All submission documents were provided to SMBC for checking prior to formal
submission. SMBC provided the following comments by email:
"I have now had an opportunity to review the changes proposed from your draft
NDP, as requested. I don’t have many comments and only one issue to raise at
this stage.
Policy B1 2j
This new policy provides guidance where it is not possible to provide a significant
area of open space between existing and new development. However, a
minimum distance of 50m between existing and new buildings would require a
substantial buffer which would impact on density and efficient use of land.
Guidance on minimum distances between buildings is provided in the Housing
Development Guidelines SPG, see link provided below.
http://www.solihull.gov.uk/Resident/Planning/appealsenforcement/planmaking
/ldf/OtherPlanningPolicyDocuments
These guidelines seek to retain a minimum 11m between backs and rear
boundaries, with minimum 15m where 3 storey buildings area involved. This
would imply a distance of 22 to 30m, rather than the minimum 50m you
propose. It may be preferable to avoid a minimum figure whilst specifying a
generous buffer to protect the amenities of existing residents, or to consider a
figure more in line with the SPD, such as 30m.
Policy B1 4a
The flexibility introduced for building heights is welcome. It may be worth
splitting the 2nd sentence to aid clarity.
Policy B8
The additional evidence introduced in support of the draft parking standards and
the changes in policy wording is acknowledged.
Please note that these are my views only, and may be revised once colleagues
have had chance to consider the changes.
I have had a very quick look at the consultation statement, which seems very
thorough, and the statement on basic conditions, which appears to cover all the
areas in the legislation. Of course, the Council will need to undertaken a formal
assessment of the latter once the NDP is submitted.
I trust this is helpful and apologise for the delay is responding to your request
due to my unscheduled absence."

10.2

In response to these comments minor amendments were made to Submission
NDP Policies B1 2j and B1 4a.
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Appendix I NDP Publicity in the Bugle
Summer 2017

25

Autumn 2017

26

Winter 2017

27

Spring 2018

28

Summer 2018
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Appendix II Issues and Options Publicity Material
A4 Poster

30

A5 Leaflet

31

A-Board outside Jubilee Centre

32

Email from Balsall Common Residents Association to Members

33

Email Reminders via Berkswell School

34

35

Email Reminder from Berkswell Society to Members

36

Facebook Updates

37

38

39

Invitations to local community organisations to comment
Email

40

41

Letter

42

Letter to Neighbouring Parish Councils

43

Press Notices
Solihull Observer, 21st September 2017
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Appendix III Headline Results of Issues and Options Public
Consultation
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46

47

48

49

50

51

Appendix IV Summary of NDP Questionnaire comments

QUESTION 1 – VISION AND OBJECTIVES
All these are covered under other questions.

QUESTION 2 - HOUSING ON ALLOCATED SITES IN DRAFT LOCAL
PLAN

No more houses

18

For younger people/affordable

5

For older people

15

More upper end houses

1

Improve quality and design

2

More bungalows

4

Need more houses

3

Encourage residents to put forward sites

1

QUESTION 3 – LOCAL AFFORDABLE HOUSING NEEDS
Need to be near family and friends

13

Nice place to live/been here a long time

15

Near work

4

Near schools

4

Down-sizing

2

Near church

1

Don’t want any

1
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QUESTION 4 – PROTECTING LOCAL LANDSCAPE CHARACTER
Protect the Green Belt

22

Identify brownfield sites

3

Keep the village green and rural

14

Put space between existing and new houses

8

QUESTION 5 – BERKSWELL CONSERVATION AREA
Not happy with SMBC - Parish Council should be more involved

12

Embrace change and new design

6

No dense development

6

Take more account of local opinion and heritage

9

Don’t build on it

4

There is a lot of overlap between answers to Q5 and Q4 above.

QUESTION 6 – CONVERSION OF FORMER AGRICULTURAL
BUILDINGS
Too much agricultural land being used for houses and businesses

7

Planning rules being abused

4

QUESTION 7 – IMPROVING ACCESSIBILITY
Improve footpaths and create new cycle routes

29

Provide cycle parking store

1
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Traffic – not strictly asked in this question but clearly a matter of great concern to our
residents:
Too much everywhere

37

On Meetinghouse Lane

7

In Berkswell Village

7

HGVs

22

From JLR

2

Bypass through Barratt’s Farm

Need to improve public transport

For

6

Against

1

Buses

21

Trains

14

QUESTION 8 – IMPROVING LOCAL INFRASTRUCTURE
Parking – the single most important issue for most residents –
in the Balsall Common village centre/ at the station/by the school/at Lavender Hall Park
132
Several suggestions for multi-storey or underground car parks at the station and in the
Jubilee
Centre car park
Drainage
2
Mobile phone/Broad Band coverage
5

QUESTION 9 – SUPPORTING INVESTMENT IN LOCAL BUSINESSES
We should support local businesses

15
54

We do not need more local businesses

6

Need a meeting place for local businesses

1

QUESTION 10 – SUPPORTING INVESTMENT IN BALSALL COMMON
SHOPPING CENTRE
Support Re-development

7

Need a better public space – green/statues/fountains/street cafes/market

8

Support local retail and independent shops

29

Too many fast food/alcohol outlets/estate agents/hair dressers

12

Not enough banks

1

Need to improve the post office

1

Need a pedestrian crossing

4

OTHER COMMENTS NOT DIRECTLY RELATED TO OUR QUESTIONS
There is a strong interest in providing more parks, play areas and equipment for children
and teenagers, sports facilities and all weather pitches, and a community centre.
68
Better Doctor’s surgery
6
Cooperation between Berkswell and Balsall NDPs and Parishes
Should be a joint NDP
19
Should not be a joint NDP
1
Should be a joint parish council
5
More schools
15

Anti-social behavior:
Crime rising
4
55

Need more Police
1
Better street lighting
1
CCTV
1
Litter collection
7
Noise
1

Why was there no mention of HS2?
5

Don’t like your questionnaire
1

56

Appendix V Business Survey
Business Survey Email

57

58

Business List for Questionnaire (Contact details deleted)
Business Name
Berkswell Charities
Adlington Ltd
South View Farm
Nailcote Farm
Ram Hall
Hubbard and Son
Mercote Mill Farm
Victoria Farm Dairies
Touchstar
Carpetpac Ltd
Stevens Roofing
Lavender Hall Autos
Kinorigo Ltd
Bank Kitchens
Quality Maths Tutoring
Lavender Hall Fishery
Berkswell Pottery
Pettifor & Sons Ltd
Tradeaway Autos
The Bear Inn
The Railway Inn
The Brickmakers Arms
Carstins/Unity Automotive
British Legion
Nailcote Hall
Old Lodge farm Antiques
Cygnet Properties Ltd
Andrew Hardwick B&B
Aston Martin
CB Car Body Repairs
Arden Wood Shavings
Bradnocks Marsh Business Centre
Lincoln Farm cafe
Berkswell Stores
Wyevale Garden Centre
Simply Hosiery
MacNamara King Solicitors
My Clear Thoughts
Lloyds Pharmacy
Balsall Common Surgery
Vanity Furrr
The Farm Shop
The White House Cattery & Kennels
Meriden Windows
Deckpave,
Mr MG Woodfield
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Evesons Fuels
Cemex Quarry and Landfill
Cemex Ready Mixed Concrete
Tarmac Quarry
Tarmac Concrete
Silvertree biomas
Macs cafe
In the dog House
Breedon Concrete
Wall Brothers Turf
Berkswell School
Quest Trade Services
Holloway Farm
Berkswell Recycling Farm
Graham Dawson Garden Mgt
LA & MA Holtom & Son
Crabmill Farm
Rock Farm
Village Farm

Berkswell Estate
Nick Parry has offered to forward
our questionnaire to all the
businesses at Home Farm. Some
of them are listed below
Health Management Ltd
Parkes Machine Tools Ltd
St James Place
EC Snaith & Son Ltd
Desntsign Dreams Ltd
Wolf Steel UK ltd
Creative Concepts

Developers
Pegasus
For Colchurch Properties
Greenlight Developments
Catesby Property

Public Authorities
West Midlands Police
SMBC
SMBC
Burton Green PC
Kenilworth PC
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Balsall PC
Meriden PC
Hampton PC
Allesley PC
Bickenhill PC
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Headline Results

62

63

64

65

66

Appendix VI First Draft Plan Publicity
Screenshots of Website

67

68

69

70

Berkswell Society Newsletters
6th April 2018

71

72

9th April 2018

73

74

13th April 2018

75

76

Extracts from BCVRA Communicator Newsletters / Emails
March 2018

77

9th April 2018

22nd April 2018

78

Copy of Survey Letter
(Hand delivered to households across both parishes)

79

Draft Plan - 4 page summary for consultation

80

81

82

83

Survey Form

84

Berkswell School Parent Mail

85

86

Copies of Banners (6 in total)

87

Public Notices and Posters

88

89

90

Email to Businesses

91

Final Call for Residents - Extract
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Appendix VII Copy of Report on Berkswell 1st Draft Plan
Consultation Process
1. Overall approach
The aim was to maximise knowledge of the consultation across Berkswell and
neighbouring Balsall Parish.
Every household received an NDP pack containing an explanatory letter, a 4-page
summary of the 1st draft plan, a questionnaire and a reply-paid envelope to Stratford
Council Communication services. Approximately 3700 packs were delivered by
volunteers.
Three drop-in sessions were originally organised where residents could view
visualisations of the planning policies, the policies themselves and the vision and
objectives and read copies of the 1st plan document if they wished. The traffic parking and
calming proposals for Berkswell village were also on display. A special survey was
available on that last topic for completion at the exhibition once residents had viewed the
layout drawings. Subsequently, a 4th drop-in session was organised seeking to engage
more fully with younger families at the request of a resident. This was conducted in the
Scout House by the school entrance in Berkswell whilst parents came to pick up their
children from school. Berkswell school serves the whole parish and gets the majority of
this pupils from Balsall Common.
Reminders of the consultation were sent out electronically using the BCVRA (Balsall
Common Village Residents’ Association) and Berkswell Society data bases and the Heart
of England and Berkswell Schools parent mail systems. These electronic reminders
directed residents to the documentation and survey link shown on the parish council web
site
All businesses listed on the NDP data base were e-mailed and invited to comment
electronically using the survey link on the web site.
Neighbouring parishes and Solihull Council were advised of the consultation to by e-mail
and invited to comment.
Pegasus Homes who had contacted the council with regard to the Solihull plan, were also
e-mailed and advised of the consultation process. Pegasus are the potential developers
of most of site allocation 1 in the draft Solihull Local Plan review.
Care was taken to ensure that the Catholic Church in Balsall Common received a copy of
the 1st draft plan information pack (2 copies were delivered on different days by different
individuals)
The two residents’ association, BCVRA and Berkswell Society, were invited to comment.
The consultation, including the drop-in events, was formally communicated on the parish
council’s web site and 5 notice boards across the parish. Seven banners advertising the
drop-in sessions were placed at key locations. The BCVRA and Society also publicised the
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consultation and drop in events via their data bases. Copies of the 1st draft plan were
lodged at the library and Berkswell shop for residents perusal.
The original consultation period was set as 24th March to 22nd April 2018 but was extended
to 26th April 2018 to allow Solihull Council more time to respond. (See PC minute 18b of
12th April 2018). This time extension was posted on the PC web site and notified to
residents via the BCVRA and Berkswell Society data bases.

2. Attendance at the drop-in events
The purpose of the drop-in events was primarily to provide more information to residents
by way of a display, copies of the plan documents & policies and for members of the NDP
Committee and parish council to answer questions. A secondary purpose to explain the
Berkswell village parking and traffic calming options and obtain feedback by way of an
on-the-day survey. That survey was of particular interest for those living in or near
Berkswell village or those driving to the village particularly residents of Balsall Common
taking their children to school by car.
A count of numbers attending was conducted but given the number of attendees
requiring detailed explanation and discussion on issues the counting system probably did
not record all attendees as the volunteers concentrated on providing information.
Date

Location

Estimated
attendance

7th April 2018

Jordan Room
Berkswell Church
Village Hall Balsall
Common
Jubilee Centre
Balsall Common
Scout House by
Berkswell School

42

Parking/traffic
calming survey
forms received
42

51

11

125 to 150

49

50

45

268 to 293

147

11th April 2018
(evening session)
14th April 2018
24th April
Totals

All three borough councillors from Meriden Ward attended a session.

Balsall Common 11th April (evening
event)

Berkswell village 7th April
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Balsall Common 14th April (day event)
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Appendix VIII Regulation 14 Consultation Publicity
Screenshots of Berkswell NDP Website (12th July 2018)
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Solihull MBC Screenshots

98

BCVRA Communicator - Covering Email

99

BCVRA Communicator - Attachments

Berkswell Neighbourhood Development Plan –
again!
Dear resident,

I am sure that some will think “Surely not again on Neighbourhood Plans. We have
told them everything they need to know”. Unfortunately, the law says we must do
one more consultation on the draft Berkswell NDP that covers east Balsall
Common and rural Berkswell.
The Issues and Options followed by the 1st draft plan consultations allowed
residents and those interested in our community to help build an NDP. This new
consultation allows others with “interests” to comment on a plan prepared for
and by our community
A total of 923 people responded to the consultation on the 1 st draft plan, 311 of
whom provided a total of 31 pages of comments. Each comment has been
reviewed and some changes have been made. Most changes were to the structure
of the policies because it was clear that these needed improvements. Some other
suggestions also led to change; one that springs to mind is that the original policies
made no mention of street trees.
So, this so-called regulation 14 consultation, will take place until 31st July 2018 as
per the attached formal notice. The updated draft NDP can be found by clicking
on
this
link
http://www.berkswell.org/sites/berkswell.org/files/downloads/Draft%20NDP%2
0for%20Regulation%2014%20consultation.pdf
Residents
can
respond
by
mailing
the
Berkswell
Clerk
clerk@berkswellparishcouncil.org.uk. You can simply say that you support the
latest draft of the plan or provide a comment,
Please remember, the NDP cannot resist development. It is about how any
development planned by Solihull Council is managed. Similarly, major
infrastructure such as schools cannot be covered by an NDP. That is the law. The
draft NDP provides important policies such as on the provision of green space
between existing and new homes and access to new developments from main
roads. Those will help ensure the effective integration of any new residents whilst
maintaining the quality of the area in which we live.
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Yours faithfully

Andrew Burrow
Chairman – NDP Committee

Berkswell Parish Neighbourhood Development
Plan

This Draft Neighbourhood Development Plan (NDP) for Berkswell Parish is published
for 6 weeks formal public consultation (Regulation 14) from 18th June to 31st July 2018.
The Draft Plan has been prepared following careful consideration of the responses which
were submitted when the First Draft Plan was published for informal public consultation
during March and April 2018. The evidence base for this draft plan is shown at the bottom
of this web page.
The Draft Plan sets out the key planning issues identified for the area and includes 10
draft planning policies to guide new development in Berkswell Parish up to 2033. The
Berkswell Parish Draft NDP can be viewed on the Council’s web site
Hard copies of this document can be read at Balsall Common Library at 283 Kenilworth
Road Balsall Common and the village shop in Church Lane, Berkswell village, and copies
are available on request to borrow from the Parish Council Clerk at the address shown
below.
Please submit any responses using the Response Form available on the web site or
available as a hard copy from the Clerk to the Parish Council, and return to:
The Clerk, Berkswell Parish Council, PO Box 6379, Coventry, CV6 9LP
or clerk@berkswellparishcouncil.org.uk
Comments are also welcome in writing or by email.
The consultation period will end at midnight on 31st July 2018.
Thank you for your time and interest. All responses will be considered very carefully and
used to inform the submission version of the NDP which will be submitted to Solihull MBC
in Autumn 2018.
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Richard Wilson
Clerk to Berkswell Parish Council
PO Box 6379
Coventry
CV6 9LP
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Berkswell Society Newsletter
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Notices - Placed on 5 Notice Boards
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Appendix IX Copy of Email / Letter
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Appendix X - Complete List of Consultation Bodies and Other
Organisations Consulted

Consulte
e

E mail

Solihull
Metropolita
n Borough
Council
Coventry
City Council
Warwick
District
Council
Warwickshir
e County
Council
Balsall PC
Barston PC
Hampton in
Arden PC
Meriden PC

mauricebarlow@solihull.gov.uk

planning@coventry.gov.uk
ldf@warwickdc.gov.uk

planningstrategy@warwickshire.
gov.uk
balsallparishcouncil@gmail.com
barstonparishcouncil@gmail.com
clerk@hamptoninarden.org.uk
clerk@meridenparishcouncil.org.
uk
kentc@kenilworth.org

Kenilworth
TC
Burton
Green PC
Allesley PC
Coal
Authority

Burtongreen@hotmail.co.uk
clerk.allesleypc@outlook.com

planningconsultation@coal.gov.u
k

Natural
England

consultations@naturalengland.or
g.uk

Environmen
t Agency

enquiries@environmentagency.gov.uk

Historic
England

Rohan.Torkildsen@HistoricEngla
nd.org.uk

Network
Rail

TownPlanningLNW@networkrail.
co.uk

Highways
England
West
Midlands
Police
Homes
England

adrian.slack@highways.gsi.gov.u
k
H.Winkler@tyler-parkes.co.uk

Via Tyler Parkes

Homes England
christine.seaton@homesengland.g
ov.uk
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WM Fire
Service
Ambulance
Service
Western
Power
Distribution
British Gas
Transco (see
National
Grid)
National
Grid PLC
Severn
Trent
St John
Baptist
Berkswell
Parish of St
George and
St Teresa
Dorridge
Methodist
Church
Balsall
Common
Greenlight
Developme
nts
Colchurch
Properties
Pegasus
Group
Catesby
Property
Berkswell
Society
BCVRA
Barratt’s
Farm
Neighbourh
ood Action
Group
Catchems
Corner
Residents
Association
Cromwell
and Duggins
Lane

contact@wmfs.net

WM Fire Service
Ambulance Service

info@westernpower.co.uk

Western Power Distribution

British Gas Transco (see National
Grid)

National Grid PLC
box.landandacquisitions@national
grid.com
dawn.williams@severntrent.co.uk Severn Trent

office@berkswellchurch.org.u
k
admin@catholicchurch.dorridge.
uk

jane.braund@methodist.org.uk

Promoters of some land behind
Meeting House Lane
For the owners of Barratts Farm
(Allocation 1 of draft LDP)
Promoters of Barratts Farm
Promoters of allocation 3 of draft
LDP
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Residents
Association
Hampton in
Arden
Society
The Knowle
Society
Solihull and
Leamington
Rail Users
Association
Balsall
Common
Lions Club
Warwickshir
e Wildlife
Trust
Ken Allsop
David Bell
Tony Dicicco
Councillor
Rolf
Councillor
Ryan
Councillor
Sleigh
Councillor
Holl-Allen
Councillor
Potts
Councillor
Rebeiro
Berkswell
Charities
Adlington
Ltd
Ram Hall
Hubbard
and Son
Touchstar
Stevens
Roofing
Lavender
Hall Autos
Kinorigo Ltd
Bank
Kitchens

Enquiries@wkwt.org.uk

Borough Councillor - Meriden
Borough Councillor - Meriden
Borough Councillor - Meriden
Borough Councillor - Bickenhill

kallsop@solihull.gov.uk
dabell@solihull.gov.uk
tony.dicicco@solihull.gov.uk
alison.rolf@solihull.gov.uk

Borough Councillor - Bickenhill

jiryan@solihull.gov.uk

Borough Councillor - Bickenhill

rsleigh@solihull.gov.uk

Borough Councillor - Knowle

dhallen@solihull.gov.uk

Borough Councillor - Knowle
Borough Councillor - Knowle

Pheasant Oak Farm Hob Lane CV7
7GX
Baulk Lane Berkswell CV7 7BD
Little Beanit Farm, Waste Lane,
CV7 7GH
Pheasant Oak Barn, Hob Lane,
Balsall Common CV7 7GX
Leaded Lights Old Waste Lane CV7
7RY
Lavender Hall Farm Lavender Hall
Lane CV7 7BN
204 Duggins Lane Berkswell CV4
9GP
The Croft Spencers Lane Berkswell
CV7 7BY
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jepotts@solihull.gov.uk
arebeiro@solihull.gov.uk

Quality
Maths
Tutoring
Lavender
Hall Fishery
Pettifor &
Sons Ltd

Benton Green Lane CV7 7DB

Lavender Hall Lane Berkswell CV7
7BN
Berkswell Road, Meriden,
Nr Coventry, CV7 7LB
(they also operate from Home
Farm)

Tradeaway
Autos
The Bear
Inn

549 Station Road Balsall Common

The Railway
Inn
The
Brickmakers
Arms
Carstins/Uni
ty
Automotive
British
Legion
Nailcote
Hall
Old Lodge
farm
Antiques
Cygnet
Properties
Ltd
Andrew
Hardwick
B&B
Aston
Martin
CB Car Body
Repairs
Arden
Wood
Shavings
Bradnocks
Marsh
Business
Centre
Lincoln
Farm cafe

547 Station Road Balsall Common

Spencer’s Lane, Berkswell, CV7
7BB

307 Station Road Balsall Common
CV7 7EG
324 Station Road Balsall Common
CV7 7EF
316 Station Road, CV7 7EF
Nailcote Lane, Berkswell CV7 7DE
Kenilworth Road Balsall Common
CV7 7EY
Various farms etc

Station Road

Kenilworth Rd – Bradnocks Marsh
Bradnocks Marsh
Bradnocks Marsh
Kenilworth Rd
Bradnocks Marsh
Kenilworth Rd
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Berkswell
Stores
Wyevale
Garden
Centre
Simply
Hosiery
MacNamara
King
Solicitors
My Clear
Thoughts
Balsall
Common
Surgery
Vanity Furrr
Evesons
Fuels
Cemex
Quarry and
Landfill
Silvertree
biomas
In the dog
House
Breedon
Concrete
Wall
Brothers
Turf
Berkswell
School
Quest Trade
Services
LA & MA
Holtom &
Son
Berkswell
Estate
Parkes
Machine
Tools Ltd
St James
Place
EC Snaith &
Son Ltd
Desntsign
Dreams Ltd
Wolf Steel
UK ltd

Village
Bradnocks Marsh

4 Meeting House Lane
2 Meeting House Lane

2 Meeting House Lane
Hallmeadow Road

4 Meeting House Lane
Eveson House, Birmingham Road,
Kenilworth CV8 1PT
Cornets End lane Berkswell CV7
7LH
Tarmac site
Cornets End lane Berkswell CV7
7LH
Cornets End Lane Berkswell CV7
7LG
Kenilworth Road

Church Lane, Berkswell, Coventry
CV7 7BJ
Back lane, Berkswell
Park Farm Cottage Cornets End
lane
Home farm, Meriden Road
Berkswell

Home Farm Stables
The Old Dairy Home Farm
Hill Top Barn no 7, Home Farm
Old Grain Store Home farm
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Creative
Concepts

Unit 1&2 Home Farm

Businesses
who asked
for a copy of
the business
issues and
options
report
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Appendix XI Copy of Response Form
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Berkswell Parish Council
Autumn 2018
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