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Part One: Introduction  
 
The North Solihull Green Space Review has been produced to evaluate the location, quality and 
accessibility of green space and develop a strategy that enhances the quality and accessibility (where 
practicable) of the land available and ensure there will be no overall loss of green space. Green space 
has a positive role to play in the regeneration of North Solihull, improving the quality of place and 
meeting the requirements of existing and future residents plus those who work in and visit the Borough. 
The study is based on the Green Space Strategy produced by Solihull MBC and in particular the Zone 6 
Action Plan that covers the North Solihull Regeneration area. The methodology for the Green Space 
Review has been developed by EDAW, working in conjunction with Solihull Council.  
 
This study recognises the importance of improving both the quality of green space and how green 
space is perceived and used together with safeguarding important sites. The study uses the information 
contained in the Green Space Strategy and the Zone Action Plan to move towards the delivery and 
realisation of the Zone Action Plan and the North Solihull Strategic Framework. A key commitment of 
the North Solihull Strategic Framework is that there will be no net loss of green space in the 
regeneration area. A key driver for the green space methodology is to establish a green space structure 
that results in a net increase in the quality and connectivity of the green space in North Solihull.  
 
The mechanism for monitoring the relative value of green space will be the neighbourhood plans and 
the sub area frameworks. The sub area frameworks are important as they extend beyond the 
neighbourhood plan boundaries allowing a broader understanding of the green space network, whilst 
affording a level of detail that was not possible in the Strategic Framework.   
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Part Two: Methodology  
 
The methodology for this study balances the need to gain a broad assessment of the green space 
network of North Solihull in accordance with the work of the Green Space Strategy and the 
requirements of PPG17. The study meets many of the assessment requirements of the companion 
guide to PPG17. A key aspect to ensure compliance is community consultation with the community and 
local stakeholders. This will be addressed through the neighbourhood planning process and 
consultation on the area plans. 
 

1. Scope of the Study 
 
The geographic area of the study is the North Solihull Regeneration area. The study looks at all types of 
green space in North Solihull, the sites being those identified through the SMBC Green Space Strategy. 
As in the Green Space Strategy civic spaces and urban squares and precincts are excluded from the 
study. There is a need to ensure that strategic links and opportunities to improve green space network 
beyond the regeneration area are considered as part of the strategy. 

 
2. Establishing the baseline 
 
In order to measure future losses and gains to the green space network a baseline figure needs to be 
calculated. The baseline is derived by identifying the sites typology, determining its value and before 
aggregating all the site scores to establish the baseline.  

 
3. Classification of Sites 
 
In gaining an understanding of the green space of an area it is essential to identify the different types of 
green space. The identification is based on the function of the space as the distribution of the different 
types of spaces can help give a clearer picture of the green space of an area. The companion guide to 
PPG17 identifies a number of typologies for green space. These are: 
 

 Parks and Gardens 
1. Urban Parks And Gardens 
2. Country Parks 

 Natural and Semi-natural Green Spaces 
 Green Corridors 
 Outdoor Sports Facilities 
 Amenity Green Spaces 
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 Provision for Children and Young People 
 Allotments, Community Gardens and Urban Farms 
 Churchyards and Cemeteries 

1. Churchyards 
2. Cemeteries 

 Civic Spaces (Not covered in this Study) 
 
The Solihull MBC Green Space Strategy uses the typologies contained in PPG17 and supplements 
them with sub-typologies. For the purposes of this study the classification of sites is based on the Green 
Space Strategy undertaken by Solihull MBC. The classifications are:  

• SINC (Site of Important Nature Conservation) 

• Play Areas 

• Principal Parks 

• Parks 

• Open Space 

• Woodland 

• Local Nature Reserve 

• Natural Green Space 

• Churchyard 

• Allotment 

• Synthetic Sports Pitches 

• Sports  

• School Grounds 
 
There are some instances where a site has more than one typology. The scoring of the sites takes the 
multi-functional nature of the site into consideration.  
 

4. Measurement of Sites to achieve a qualitative value 
 
In recognising the need to establish a baseline that established the value of green space in the 
regeneration area, the study gives each site a score. The scoring range is between 0.1 and 1 with a 
value of 1 being the highest. The Green Space Strategy does not attribute scores or values to individual 
spaces. This means that this study has to attribute a value to the site to determine whether there is a 
net increase in the value of open space.  
 
PPG17 guidance identifies the following guiding principles for the production of local assessments: 
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 Local needs are likely to vary considerably from one place to another, even within a 

single local authority area, according to the different socio-demographic and cultural 
characteristics of local communities and the number and type of visitors.  

 The delivery of a network of high quality, sustainable green spaces and sport and 
recreation facilities depends not only on good planning, but also on creative urban and 
landscape design and effective management. In many areas, delivering the objectives 
set out in PPG17 will depend much more on improving and enhancing the accessibility 
and quality of existing provision than on new provision. At the same time, where 
additional open spaces or sport and recreation facilities are required, they should 
enhance the network.  

 The value of open spaces or sport and recreation facilities, irrespective of who owns 
them, depends primarily on: the extent to which they meet clearly identified local needs 
and the wider benefits they generate for people, wildlife, biodiversity and the wider 
environment and good planning, creative design and effective management. 

 
PPG 17 identifies five key attributes of all green spaces or sport and recreation facilities that underpin 
these guiding principles. These are:  accessibility, quality, multi-functionality, primary purpose and 
quantity. The North Solihull Green Space Review assesses each space against these five criteria, 
equally weighting each element to derive an overall score for the space.  

 Accessibility normally comes first in importance for the simple reason that if a 
particular green space or facility is inaccessible it will be irrelevant to those who may 
want to use it. At the same time, however, inaccessible green spaces can nonetheless 
contribute to the appearance, environmental quality and amenity of an area and 
contribute to biodiversity. Accessibility is also assessed on whether the space has 
restrictions to use, either by way of ownership, pricing or function. The scoring is based 
on the physical location that determines its accessibility, the ease and safety of access 
and the presence of gateways and signage where appropriate. 

 Quality depends on two things: the needs and expectations of users, on the one 
hand, and design, management and maintenance on the other - in other words fitness 
for purpose. In this context, 'users' means people of all ages, all social or ethnic groups 
and abilities or disabilities, and also wildlife. Ensuring that something is fit for purpose 
requires clarity as to what that purpose is. The score attributed to the green space is 
based on the quality of the space, pitches, paths, furniture, facilities etc as appropriate.  

 Many green spaces, however, are in practice multi-functional. Most grass pitches, 
for example, are probably used for purposes such as children's play, kite flying, 
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exercising dogs (in spite of the potential problem of fouling) or jogging as well as sport. 
This can create problems when analysing an audit of provision and determining whether 
local needs are satisfied.  

 The best way to avoid the issue of multi-functional is to adopt the concept of 'primary 
purpose' so that each green space, or sport and recreation facility, is counted only once 
in an audit of provision. The Solihull Green Space Strategy has not identified the 
‘primary purpose’ of many green spaces. This review has tried to ensure that the most 
appropriate use is identified as the primary use whilst recognising that different 
stakeholders will perceive a different purpose.  'Primary' infers that there is at least one 
secondary purpose; this both reflects the multi-functional nature of many green spaces 
and brings clarity and consistency to planning, design and management policies. It 
therefore helps to promote fitness for purpose. In scoring this element we have sought 
to address how successfully the space is in delivering its primary purpose.   

 Quantity is the final key attribute. It is usually measured in terms of the amount of 
provision (for example, area, the number of pitches or allotments or pieces of play 
equipment). However, this can be over-simplistic for pitches and some other outdoor 
sports facilities where the quality of the pitch can have a large impact on the use and 
‘virtual quantity’ of the space. This means that it is sometimes possible to address an 
identified quantitative deficiency in provision by improving the specification, or quality, of 
existing facilities. Part of the assessment will be against the Zone Action Plan for North 
Solihull. Spaces that are important locally due to limited supply will score highly against 
this attribute. This assessment of quantity of each site is different from the calculation of 
the overall provision of open space that is done on an area wide basis to allow 
monitoring of losses and gains across the regeneration area.  

 
There is a recognition in evaluating the quality of spaces that different criteria apply to each type of 
space. There are also different national standards and assessment techniques used for each type of 
space. For the principal parks and parks the Green Flag Award is a national standard of quality. 
National, regional and local designations of nature conservation are also indicators of quality.  
 
The ‘value’ of each site is calculated by taken the average score of the five criteria and muliplying it by 
the site area. For example, if the average score is 0.69 and the site is 5 hectares, the value would be 
3.45. This is done for each unique site to determine the overall value of open space in the regeneration 
area.  
 
5. Identification of outcomes 
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This stage is concerned with the identification of objectives and principles that will inform the future sub 
area plans and neighbourhood plans. Based on the Zone 6 Action Plan and the Strategic Framework, 
the study will identify a range of measurable outputs such as the increase in playing pitch provision and 
increase in allotment provision. The detailed programme for implementing the Zone 6 Action Plan 
should be delivered through the neighbourhood planning process and the sub area frameworks with 
these plans informing the identification and delivery of outputs at the ward and neighbourhood level.  
 
6. Consultation and Community Engagement 
 
The community engagement process undertaken as part of the regeneration programme is an important 
part of the process by which existing spaces can be assessed and the location of new spaces can be 
best determined along with local standards in the Green Space Strategy, current best practice, adopted 
policy documents and the views of stakeholders. Other data sources and previous consultations will be 
used in the community and stakeholder consultation process. The principles of the North Solihull Green 
Space Review are important for the future of green space provision in North Solihull and will inform the 
neighbourhood plan and sub area framework. More detailed vision for the key spaces will be drawn up 
as part of the consultation process. It will be this forum that more localised deficiencies in green space 
can be identified and addressed through solutions that have the ownership of the local community.   
 
7. Monitoring  
 
The monitoring of green space will be done on an annual basis, using information contained in the 
completed neighbourhood plans and the sub area frameworks once complete. The annual monitoring 
reports will detail where gains and losses have been made and an evaluation made against the key 
strategic outcomes. The monitoring of each site will be based on the appendix six values and how sites 
have improved, or otherwise, against each of the five criteria. Where possible, use will be made of other 
data sources in monitoring and review such as the HBA to monitor habitat losses or gains.  
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Part Three: Quantifying the Green Space  
 

The measurement of the sites is a relatively straight forward exercise that will give an indication of the 
scale and relative make-up of the green space in North Solihull and proportion of the regeneration area 
covered by green space. As the function of the space is a key determinant of the value of the site it also 
gives an indication of the quality of green space, although this is supplemented in greater detail in part 
four.  
 
In calculating the overall level of green space, there was a need to have regard to those sites that had 
more than one designation in order to avoid double counting.  
 
The breakdown of green space in the regeneration area is as follows: 

 

Typology Number Area (Ha) Av. Area 

Principal Parks 2 42.43 21.21

Parks 7 39.10 5.59

Open Space 219 75.65 0.35

Woodland 4 23.72 5.93

Local Nature Reserve  4 56.82 14.20

Natural Green Space 2 13.01 6.51

Churchyard 5 1.74 0.35

Allotments 2 1.58 0.80

Synthetic Sports 2 0.69 0.34

Sports 3 8.19 2.70

School Grounds 25 84.35 3.70

Site of Important Nature 

Conservation (SINC) 
5 32.16 6.40

 

Play Areas 
There are ten sites covered by this designation. The play areas are mainly located in the principal parks 
and parks throughout the regeneration area. The play areas are small in size and perform a function 
that extends beyond their boundaries acting as the focus for formal and informal recreation in the parks 
and open spaces in which they are located. In going forward there is a need to assess whether the 
distribution of play areas is appropriate whilst also considering the potential for play areas, particularly 
LAPS and LEAPS within residential areas on smaller pocket parks1, to be informed by the Council’s 

                                                 
1 Pocket Parks are small spaces that may contain one or more of the following features: seating, bins, 
play equipment and planting/landscaping.  
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current play strategy. There is also a need to direct new investment in major leisure facilities, e.g. Multi-
use games areas (MUGAs), skateboard parks, close to existing provision, recognising that this has 
already taken place in Babb’s Mill Park. New investment in facilities should be co-ordinated across 
North Solihull with a need to address deficiencies in provision, particularly access, where practicable. As 
part of the monitoring the regeneration strategy should look to respond to emerging trends in youth play 
provision.   
 
Principal Parks 
There are two sites covered by this designation, Babb’s Mill Park and Meriden Park. The two principal 
parks cover a joint area of 42.43ha. These are the principal green spaces within the regeneration area 
and have a role beyond their immediate location, providing the focus for formal and informal recreation, 
nature conservation as well as being home to the main water bodies in the regeneration area. It is 
important that the quality of these spaces are improved with better connections into the strategic green 
space network. Opportunities to extend Project Kingfisher down to Kingshurst Brook in line with UDP 
policy should be explored. 
 

Parks 
There are seven sites covered by this designation covering 39.10ha, an average of just over five 
hectares per park. There are opportunities to improve the quality and extend the parks within the 
regeneration area, particularly focusing on achieving a continuous parkland system that connects the 
parks and principal parks to each other.  
 
Open Space 
There are 219 sites covered by this designation covering 75.65ha, an average of just over a third of a 
hectare of each site. These spaces are scattered across the regeneration area. These spaces are often 
part of the neighbourhood design and form part of the landscape character of the regeneration zone 
with some sites exhibiting the landscape characteristics of the Arden character area. However, they 
may have no identified function with instances where the spaces detract from the quality of the 
residential environment in which they are found. Some sites can be improved by investment and or 
effective management whilst others have the potential to form important spaces as pocket parks, 
increasing their quality whilst meeting the requirements of the Zone Action Plan, others will be surplus to 
requirement.  
 
Woodland 
There are four sites covered by this designation. All of the sites share the same sites as other 
designations with a total of 23.72ha’s covered. The Woodland areas in the regeneration area have 
historic connections to the areas often given their names to the place or parish in which they are found, 
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with some being ancient woodlands. The Woodlands are important nature conservation sites (SINCS) 
with three of the sites being Local Nature Reserves. With the exception of Smith’s Wood the woodland 
sites are well connected to the major green space network. These contribute to the landscape character 
of the regeneration area and landscape characteristics of the local Arden character areas. 
 
Local Nature Reserve 
Local Nature Reserves are recognised for their ecological and education role. Promoting community 
access to wildlife is a key part of the sites with signage and interpretation boards important in achieving 
this. These areas are often part of another site with the designation sitting alongside the other 
designation, given it increased protection.   
 
Natural Green Space 
There are two sites with a total of 13.01ha covered. These areas are often found on the edges of larger, 
more higher value sites and form part of project Kingfisher. The potential for these sites to be 
incorporated into the local nature reserves or principal parks, increasing the value of the site, should be 
explored. 
 
Churchyard 
There are five churchyards covering a combined area of 1.74ha. These sites have an historic and 
functional link to the church and therefore are seen as part of the same site. Churchyards are often 
nature conservation sites performing similar roles to Local Nature Reserves. There will be a strong 
presumption in favour of protecting these sites.   
 
Allotment 
There are two allotment sites in the regeneration area covering 1.58ha. The Green Space Strategy 
highlights the importance and popularity of allotments across the regeneration area, with a need to 
protect the existing provision and provide new sites. An important consideration is wildlife and healthy 
living benefits that can arise from allotments.  
 
Synthetic Sports Pitch 
There are two sites with synthetic sports pitches in the regeneration area. Both sites are located on 
school grounds and have limited access for the public. The provision of synthetic sports pitches for 
active recreation can help increase the use of a space, whilst allowing year round use and be capable of 
being adaptable to a number of sports.  
 
Sport 
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There are three sites recognised as sports grounds in the regeneration area. The sites cover a joint 
area of 8.19ha suggesting that each site has a limited number of pitches. These are sports ground that 
contain natural sports pitches. The distribution of these pitches needs to be balanced against the need 
for suitable changing facilities, good quality pitches and the requirement to allow different age ranges to 
use the facilities. A greater concentration of sports pitches can help improve facilities for players and 
spectators whilst creating economies of scale for management and maintenance.  
 
School Ground 
There are 25 school sites identified by the Green Space Strategy covering 84.35ha The number of 
school grounds is set to reduce as part of the primary schools strategy for North Solihull. The schools 
plan will also help determine the most appropriate form of School grounds, including the most 
appropriate size of site balancing the requirements of the national curriculum with the management and 
maintenance of the space. The provision of facilities at schools that can be used by all the community is 
an objective of the regeneration project with a potential to increase the value of the space as access is 
increased.  
 
SINC (Site of Importance for Nature Conservation) 
There are five sites covered by this designation. All of the sites share the same sites as other 
designations with a total of 32.16 ha’s covered averaging just over 4ha each. These spaces are located 
principally around the woodlands of Smiths Wood, York’s Wood, Alcott Wood and Meriden Park Wood. 
Babb’s Mill lake is the fifth site recognising its unique habitat. It is important that these spaces are 
protected with the surrounding land providing a buffer where possible and habitat links to other spaces 
through better connectivity. 
 
Overview  
The total level of open space in the regeneration area is 288ha. With the total area of the regeneration 
area being 819ha, open space accounts for 35% of land within the regeneration area.  
 
Despite this good level of open space within the regeneration area there is a perception amongst 
residents, expressed through consultation on the Strategic Framework and Neighbourhood Plans, that 
the area requires improved green space and better distribution of green space. This is a function of the 
distribution and quality of green space. There is a need to ensure that each area of open space fulfils a 
function and is recognised and valued by the community. The connections between spaces, particularly 
the principal parks and parks, need to be improved with access improved as appropriate.  
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Part Four: Qualitative Assessment  
 

The assessment of each site against the criteria of accessibility, quality, multi-functionalism, primary 
purpose and quantity has produced a value for each site. The scoring against the criteria is outlined in 
Appendix Five: Site Quality Assessment. The scoring is based on the assessment sheet for each site 
(Appendix Seven).The average score for each site is taken forward to Appendix Six and multiplied by 
the site area to arrive at the site value.  The value of each site is in turn aggregated by designation to 
arrive at the value of green space in the regeneration area. Local Nature Reserves, Synthetic Sports 
and Sites of Importance for Nature Conservation (SINCS) are covered by other designations with their 
value accounted for in these sites.  

 
Typology Number Area (Ha) Value Quality Ratio 

Principal Parks 2 42.43 33.09 78% 

Parks 7 39.10 24.07 62% 

Open Space 219 75.65 24.55 32% 

Woodland 4 23.72 19.72 83% 

Local Nature Reserve  4 56.82 n/a n/a 

Natural Green Space 2 13.01 9.97 77% 

Churchyard 5 1.74 0.95 85% 

Allotments 2 1.58 1.32 84% 

Synthetic Sports 2 0.69 n/a n/a 

Sports 3 8.19 4.09 50% 

School Grounds 25 84.35 42.41 50% 

Site of Importance for Nature 

Conservation (SINC) 
5 32.16 n/a n/a 

Note: Local Nature Reserves, synthetic sports sites and SINC’s have no site values as the site fall within the 
boundary of other unique sites with their value accounted for as part of the site they fall within to avoid double 
counting.  

 

The ratio is an expression of the value against the area and is an indication of the relative value of types 
of green space.   
 
Principal Parks  
Babb’s Mill Park and Meridan Park, whilst scoring relatively highly, have the potential to address some 
of their weaknesses, particularly around the provision of facilities and work towards achieving Green 
Flag status. 
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Parks 
The seven parks in North Solihull are on the whole underperforming relative to their importance. There 
is a need to enhance these spaces, creating a range of leisure facilities that meet the needs of the 
community, wildlife and biodiversity, whilst providing safe and attractive spaces for relaxation that have 
a high amenity value.  
 
Open Space 
The large number of spaces and general low quality of sites classed as ‘open space’ is a concern. It is 
this type of green space that is dominant within the residential areas. The neighbourhood planning 
process should identify spaces that are valued by the local community and look to improve or relocate 
the other spaces through the design process.  
 
Woodland 
The high score for the woodlands are an indication of their local importance, particularly their role in 
creating a sense of place, and habitat quality. They provide an important educational resource although 
there are issues such as management, anti-social behaviour and access.   
 
Local Nature Reserve 
The value of these sites has been accounted for as part of other typologies due to the multiple layers 
and designation of some sites. 
 
Natural Green Space 
The relatively high score for these sites is an indication of their role as part of the wider network and 
their role in providing the links between wildlife and nature conservation sites. Improvement of these 
spaces and further integration into the principal parks through project Kingfisher should be supported 
and their natural characteristics maintained.  
 
Churchyards  
The unique use and environments and limited number of Churchyards has led to the relatively high 
value.  
 
Allotments 
The limited number of allotments and the high quality of the spaces in performing their function has led 
to a relatively high value. The provision of additional sites is a priority of the Zone Action Plan with 
accessibility to sites the main weakness to be addressed.     
 
Synthetic Sports 
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The value of these sites has been accounted for as part of other typologies due to the multiple layers 
and designation of some sites. 
 
Sports  
The relatively low value of these sites is in part due to the quality of the facilities available and the 
restricted access to the sites. There is also an issue over the number of pitches available and the 
flexibility of the space to accommodate different layouts and multiple sports pitches. The Zone Action 
Plan identifies the need to improve sports pitch provision in North Solihull, providing facilities for 
different age groups and different sports, particularly cricket and rugby.  
 
School Grounds 
The relative low value of school grounds is a result of the restricted access to the facilities rather than 
the quality of the facilities. Improving facilities at schools as part of the new build programme, together 
with allowing more community use of facilities will improve the value of the spaces.  
 
SINC (Site of Importance for Nature Conservation) 
The value of these sites has been accounted for as part of other typologies due to the multiple layers 
and designation of some sites. 
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Part Five: Objectives 
 

The Green Space Strategy has set out the following vision for open space in Solihull.  
 
“By 2025 Solihull aims to provide a network of attractive, high quality, accessible green spaces that are 

managed and developed, recognising the Borough’s landscape character and local distinctiveness, to 

meet the diverse needs of the community and the natural environment. Our green spaces should be 

safe, clean and maintained in a sustainable way, becoming an important element of every day life, for 

the future enjoyment and well-being of all”. ” 

 
This vision is consistent with the objectives of the North Solihull Strategy Regeneration Framework. 
North Solihull is located within Zone 6 of the Green Space Strategy with the implementation plan 
identifies the following priorities:  
 

 Improve the design quality of the green space 
 Improve or remove poorly designed and poorly linked spaces in residential areas 
 Provide larger spaces 
 Provide more sport facilities 
 Provide more local play spaces (particularly LEAPs) 
 Create safe cycling and walking routes to other spaces, the town and district centres and the 

residential area 
 Increase the amount of natural green space in the area 
 Expand Project Kingfisher along the Kingshurst brook 
 Introduce programmes of youth and community development to tackle the problems of anti-

social behaviour in the area.  
 Integration of Public Art as part of the green space network. 
 We should also consider providing environmental education and the support and establishment 

of constituted groups such as ‘Friends of’ groups.  
 
Having established the extent and value of open space in North Solihull, there is a need to establish 
some basic objectives for quality green space to inform the future masterplanning work. The objectives 
are:  
 

a. Establish the priority projects that will deliver better quality green space network in North 
Solihull, meeting the objectives of the Zone Action Plan and priorities set out above 



  

 - 16 - 

b. Create a strong green space network, connecting all principle areas of green space with high 
quality spaces 

c. Promote the provision of high quality sports facilities, promoting larger multi-purpose facilities 
where practicable 

d. Enhance the ecological role of the green space network, whilst balancing the need for access 
and recreation (Local Biodiversity Action Plan) 

e. Reduce the number of low quality green spaces where not in conflict with other objectives 
f. Identify existing and create new high quality pocket parks throughout the regeneration area 
g. Establish the principle of multi-use school playing fields, allowing community access  
h. Provide high quality play areas throughout the regeneration area 
i. Promote better connectivity between green space, the village centres and to major 

employment areas and improve the quality of the green space of employment sites, ensuring 
they enhance and compliment the strategic green space network 

j. Establish a network of educational spaces as part of the green space strategy, promoting 
environmental education in local schools 

k. Establish a network of sustainable transport routes including cycleways and footpaths 
l. Better use of school playing fields in line with school plans 
m. Support HAPs and SAPs regarding the Biodiversity Action Plan for Coventry/Warwickshire and 

Solihull in the protection and enhancement of the wildlife and landscape characteristics of our 
sub-region (HAP = Habitat Action Plan, SAP = Species Action Plan) 
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Part Six: Conclusion and Way Forward 
 
Conclusion 
The purpose of this document has been to assess the value and quality of Green Space in North 
Solihull by the adopted methodology drawn from PPG17 guidance and using this as the baseline to 
deliver the Green Space, Strategy Zone Action Plan 6 and the objectives of the Strategic Framework. In 
order to deliver the Strategic Framework the baseline work will inform us of the level and type of 
intervention necessary. The level and type of intervention which could be the replacement and 
enhancement of green spaces will be delivered over the timeframe of the regeneration process.  
 
There are a number of key opportunities in North Solihull to achieve a significant increase in the value of 
green space, opportunities to provide larger better quality facilities, improve quality on existing sites and 
provide new facilities and greater connectivity. The large number of small sites that sit within the 
residential communities need to be reviewed as part of the neighbourhood plan. School sites can 
become more usable for community use with a subsequent increase in the value of each school site.  
 
As part of reviewing the quality of green space first and foremost is the need to deliver the objectives 
within the Regeneration area however, it may be necessary in special circumstances to consider sites 
outside the regeneration area in order to deliver key objectives. In considering sites beyond the 
regeneration area there is a need to ensure that the findings of the Green Space Strategy and the Zone 
Action Plans are not adversely affected. When considering the potential of land beyond the regeneration 
area, the impact on local standards will need to be considered.  
 
Monitoring of the green space network will continue through the life of the project and beyond. The 
green space network will inevitability change through the regeneration process and this study will 
provide the baseline information to track the changes. A key objective of the green space study is to 
leave a positive legacy that is sustainable beyond the life of the regeneration programme. The 
methodology will also be monitored and reviewed in light of current best practice and policy.  
 
Stakeholder and community engagement plays an important part of the regeneration process, from the 
strategic framework to the neighbourhood planning process. A key part of the consultation process is 
establishing the communities and stakeholders views on the green spaces they use or want. In lieu of a 
formal consultation process for this study, the baseline position will be consulted upon as part of the sub 
area frameworks and neighbourhood plans.  
 



  

 - 18 - 

The management and maintenance of green spaces should be reviewed as part of the process to 
ensure that the vision and objectives are upheld over the long term to achieve high quality and 
sustainable green space. .  
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Appendix One: Study Area Boundary  
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Appendix Two: Green Space Typology 
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Appendix Three: Green Space Value 
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Appendix Four: Green Space Strategy Zone 6 Action 
Plan  
 

 
 
 



  

 - 23 - 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



  

 - 24 - 

 
 
 

 



  

 - 25 - 

Appendix Five: Site Quality Assessment  
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Appendix Six: Site Valuation 
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Appendix Seven: Sample Site Scoring Sheet 
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